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BEFORF] THE TLA.CHER S]'ANDARDS AND PRA,CTICES COMT'IISSION

OF 'I'I I I], S'|ATE OF OREGON

In the Matter of the
Educator License of
BENNO LYON

STIPIII,ATION OF F.\CTS .\ND
FINAI, ORDER OF PUBLIC
REPRI NIA}.i D .L\D PROBATI O)'I

On March r6, zor8, the Teacher Standards and Practices Commission

(Commission) received a report from the Oregon Trail School District (OTSD) indicating

possible professional misconduct on the part oflicensed educator, Benno Lyon (Lyon).

After rcvierv ofthe matters alleged, Lyon and the Commission agree that their

respective interests, together rrith the public interest, are best sen'ed by a stipulation to

certain facts, the imposition of a Public Reprimand, and a period ofprobation.

This Order sets forth the facts upon rvhich the parties have agreed and the

sanction to be imposed. Lyon stipulates that there are sufficient facts contained in the

Commission's files and records to support the findings of fact and conclusions of larv set

forth belorv. In entering into this stipulation, Ly-on rvaives the right to a hearing to

contest the findings of fact, conclusions of larv and order set forth belou'.

By signing belorv, L1'on acknorvledges, understands, stipulates, and agrees to the

following: (i) he has been fully advised of his rights to notice and a hearing to contest the

findings offact, conclusions of lar', and order set forth belorv, and fully and finally

rvaives all such rights and any rights to appeal or othenrise challenge this Stipulation of

Facts and Final Order of Public Reprimand and Probation (Stipulation and Final Order);

(ii) this Stipulation and Final Order is a public document and disclosed to the public

upon request by the Commission; (iii) this Stipulation and Final Order is contingent

upon and subject to approval and adoption by the Commission. If the Commission does

not approve and adopt this Stipulation and Final Order, then neither Ly-on nor the

Commission are bound by the terms herein; (ir) he has fully read this Stipulation and

Final Order, and understands it completely; (r) he voluntarily, nithout any force or

duress, enters into this Stipulation and Final Order and consents to issuance and entry of

the Stipulated Final Order belorv; (r.i) he states that no promise or representation has

been made to induce him to sign this Stipulation and Final Order; and (r'ii) he has

consulted rvith an attorney regarding this Stipulation and Final Order and has been fully

adrised uith regard to his rights thereto, or n'aives any and all rights to consult nith an

attorne]' prior to entering into this Stipulation and Final Order and issuance and entry of

the Stipulated Final Order belorv.

)

)
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STIPT]IITTION OF FAgfS
The Commission has licensed Lyon since April 16, 2oo3. Lyon holds a

Professional Teaching License, with endorsements in Foundational English

Language Arts (PK-rz); Foundational Mathematics (PK-rz); Foundational Social

Studies (PK-rz); Integrated Science (PK-rz); and l,egacy Middle Level (PK-rz),

valid from June 22, 2016, tlrough June zr, 2o2r. During all relevant times, Lyon

was employed by OTSD.

On March 16, zor8, the Commission received a report from the Oregon Trail

School District (OTSD) hdicating Lyon may have committed an act of gross
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4

neglect of

with students.

Investigation determined the following: On March z, zor8, a female middle

school student (AW) and her mother met with Lyon's principal and alleged that

Lyon gets too close to her when she is working and that he has touched her hand.

OTSD conducted an investigation, and on March 14, 2018, interviewed nine

students, including AW. In her interview, AW made additional allegations

against Lyon beyond those she communicated on March z, zor8. She and three

other female students claimed in their interviews that Lyon had touched their

lower back, sides, rear end and/or hands during class. Three other female

students interviewed said he had never touched them. Several of the students

also claimed Lyon stared at female students' rear-ends and breasts. The four

students who made touching allegations were all in Lyon's 6ff period Science

class and all came to speak to the principal together. No male students reported

being touched as described by the female students, and no touching was reported

b1'an.v students in Mr. Lyon's other classes.

Lyon denies any inappropriate touching. While he may have had incidental

contact during class or put his hand on students' upper backs to guide them or as

he leaned over to assist them on their computers (he is 6' 3" and has had three

back surgeries), he denies ever touching any student on tlte rear end or any other

sensitive area. He also denies ever staring at students' chests or rear ends.

Because he was a probationary teacher with no rights to challenge the allegations

in any outside forum, on March 14, 2018, prior to the completion of the district's

investigation, Lyon submitted a letter of resignation to OTSD, effective

immediately. OTSD confirmed Lyon's conduct violated district poliry.
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1 6. The Commission has no record of any prior reports or complaints regarding Lyon

since he obtained his Oregon teaching license in zoo3.

IT IS SO STIPUI.ATED:

5 t3 /t1
Benno Lyon

s Z
Trent , Dcput"- Director Date
Teacher Standards and Practices Commission

CONCLT,SION OF I-AW

The conduct described above constitutes gross neg.lect of duty in violation of ORS

e+z.rZS(rXb); OAR 584-02o-oo+o(+Xn) as it incorporates OAR 584-ozo-ooro(5) (Use

professionaljudgment), OAR 584-ozo-ooz5(z)(e) (Llsing dktrict lawful and reosonable

ntles and regulations), and OAR 584-ozo-oo4o(4Xo) as it incorporates, OAR 584-ozo-

oogS(rXcXD) (Honoing appropiate adult boundaies uith students tn conduct and

conuersations at all times).

The Commission's authority to impose discipline in this matter is based upon

ORS 342.r75.

ORDER

The Commission adopts and incorporates herein the above findings of fact and

conclusions of law, and based thereon, imposes a Public Reprimand on Benno Lyon's

Oregon educator license.

Furthermore, t}le Commission imposes a period of two (z) years of probation

upon L1'on's licensure to commence from the date this order is signed by the

Commission and subject to the following conditions:

Lyon shall comply with the Standards for Competent and Ethical Performance of

Oregon Educators under Orego n Administrative Rules Chapter 584, Dirision ozo.

Issued and dated this day ofJune, zor9.

TEACHER STANDARDS AND PRACTICES COMMI&SION

o
81'

Dr. Anthony' Rosilez, Executive Director
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