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BEFORE THE TEACHER STANDARDS AND PRACTICES COMMISSION
OFTHE STATE OF OREGON

In the Matter of the Educator License of
STEVEN M DIEHL

DEFAULTORDEROF
SUSPENSION AND PROBATION
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On September 4, 2o19, the Teacher Standards and Practices Commission (Commission)

issued a Notice of Opportunity for Hearing to Steven M. Diehl (Diehl) in which the Commission

charged him with Gross Neglect of Duty. The Notice was sent via U.S. First Class Mail and U'S.

Certified Mail Receipt 7018 r83o ooor 6178 6445 to the address on file with the Commission. The

Notice designated the Commission file as the record for purposes of prol'ing a prima facie case. The

Certified Mail receipt was returned signed, to the Commission on September 74,2c79. The regular,

first class mail was not returned to the Commission, and assumed to have been delivered. The Notice

of Oppofiunity of Hearing, dated September 4, zor9, and signed by Anthony Rosilez, Executive

Director, stated:

"IF A RI,QUEST FOR HEARING IS NOT RECEI\.ED \MTHIN THIS 21.DAY PERIOD,
YOUR RIGHT TO A HEARING SHALL BE CONSIDERED WAT!'ED UNLESS YOUR
FAILURE TO REQUEST A HEARING WAS BEYOND YOUR REASONABLE CONTROL. IF
YOU DO NOT REQUESTA HEARING, WITHDRAWYOUR REQUEST FOR HEARING, IF
YOU FAIL TO APPEAR AT A HEARING, OR NOTIFY THE COMMISSION THAT YOU W]LL
NOT APPEAR AT HEARING, THE COMMISSION WILL ADOYI AN ORDER OF DEFAULT
WHICH MAY INCLUDE THE REVOCATION OR SUSPENSION OF YOUR LICENSE OR
OTHER DISCIPUNE.,,

Diehl did not request a hearing. The Commission, therefore, finds Diehl to be in default and enters

the follou,ing findings offact, conclusions oflarv, and final order, based on the files and records of

the Commission concerning this matter.

FINDINGS OF FACT

Stephen Diehl has been licensed by the Commission since July 19, zorl. Diehl held a Charter

School Registry, with an endorsement in Administrator (PP-lz), ralid fiom October 7, zo16

through October 7, 2019. Diehl has not made application for renet'al of his license. During all

relerant times, Diehl was employed by the Luckiamute Valley Charter School (LVCS) as an

administrator (Principal).

On December 22,2oL7, the Commission receired a report from the Oregon Department of

Human Sen'ices (DHS) indicating Diehl, on December 13,2077, had engaged in untvanted,

offensive physical contact with student RT. On December 29, 2017, the Commission received

a misconduct report from the Dallas School District regarding the same incident.
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3. In\estigation determined that on December lr3,2ot7, Diehl contacted two students (SS and

RT) who had been reportedly bullying another student earlier that day. When the students

approached Diehl, Diehl stated "I guess it's about time to crack some skulls". Student RT

"smirked" at Diehl, and in response, Diehl grabbed him by the shoulders. While Diehl denies

doing so, RT and several u'itnesses reported that Diehl also shook RT while grabbing him. A

Iaw enforcement inlestigation rvas conducted and Diehi *-as cited / charged nith the crime

"Physical Harassment" ORS 166.065, a ciass B Misdemeanor.

4. On January 17, 2018, Diehl resigned his employment with the LVCS in iieu of termination for

policy violations related to Diehl's conduct irith RT. On March r, zor8, Diehl plead guil\ to

the harassment charge and r,r'as sentenced to z4 months of probation' One requirement of

Diehl's probation included not being in the presence of unrelated minors.

CONCLUSIONS OF IAW
Diehl's conduct described above, constitutes gross neglect of duty in violation of ORS

S+z.rZS(rXb); OAR 584-o2o-oo+o(+Xn) as it incorporates OAR 584-ozo-oo1o(5) (Use professional

judgment), OAR 584-ozo-oozo(zXd) (Skill in the superuision of students), OAR 584-02o-

oozs(zXe) (using district lauful and reasonable rules and regulations), OAR 584-ozo-oogo(zxb)

(Skill in communicating uith administrators, students, staff, parents, and other patrons), 584-

o2o-oo4o(4xd) (IJnreasonable physical force against students, fellou employees, or uisttors to the

school, except as permitted under ORS fig.z1o). The conduct described above also constitutes

gross unfitness in riolation of ORS 34z.rZ5(0(c); OAR S8+-o2o-oo4o(5)(c) (Conuiction of uiolating

anA federal, state, or local lau.;. A conuiction includes any fnal judgment of conuiction by a court

whether as the result of guilty plea, no contest plea or any other means).

The Commission's authori['to impose discipline in this matter is based upon ORS 342.r75

FINALORDER

The Commission hereby suspends Steven M. Diehl's Oregon educator license for a period of

ninety (9o) days, to begin upon the date this order is signed and in effect.
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In addition, the Commission places Diehl on probation for a period of three years to

commence upon Diehl's reinstatement from suspension. This probation period is subject to the

following terms and conditions:

Diehl shall comply with the Standards for Competent and Ethical Performarce of Oregon

Educators under Oregon Administrative Rules Chapter 584, Division ozo.

\tolation of any term or condition of probation shall constitute an independent basis for

the Commission to rer,oke Diehl's teaching license or otherwise impose discipline, after

first providing Diehl with notice and opp,ortunity for hearing.

1

IT IS SO ORDERED THI S'7 h 
dur' of October, zor9.
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TL{CHER STANDARDS AND PRA.CTICES COMMISSION

By:

YOU ARE ENTITLED TO JUDICIAL RE\TIEW OF THIS ORDER. JUDICIAL RE\,IEW MAY BE
OBTAINED BY FILING A PETITION FOR REVIEW WITHIN 60 DAYS FROM THE SERVICE OF
THIS ORDER. JUDICIAL R-E,\.IEW IS PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ORS 183.482 TO
THE OREGON COURT OF APPL{I.S.
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Dr. Anthony Rosilez, Executire Director

NOTICE OF APPEAL OR RIGHTS




