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BEFORE THE TEACHER STANDARDS AND PRACTICES CO}IMISSION

OF THE STATE OF OREGON

In the Matter of the ) STIPULATION OF FACIS AND
Educator License of ) FINAI ORDER OF SUSPENSION
CAMMIE J. dECASTRO )

On October r8, 2015, t}re Teacher Staldards and Practices Commission (Commission) became

aware through a news media article, that a law suit had been filed against Cammie deCastro

(deCastro). The lawsuit alleged misconduct on the part of decasto as relateil to deCasto's conduct

antl involvement i:r a su4rrise aetive shooter drill. Additionally, on March T, zo16, the Commission

received a complaint from a patron of the Pi-ne Eagle School Distict alleging similar rnisconduct by

deCastro a.nd that she had violated Professional Standards and ?ractices.

After review of the matters alleged, deCasbo and *re Commission agree that tleir respective

interests, together with tle public interest, are best sewed by a stipulation to certain facts and the

imposition of a thirty (3o) day suspension of deCastro's Oregon educator license.

This document sets forth the facts upon which the parties have agreed and ttre stipulated

sanction to be imposed. deCastro stipulates that there is sufficient elidence in ttre Commission's fiIes

and records to support the findings of fact, conclusions of lau', and oriler set forth below.

By signing belorv, decastro acloowledges, understands, stipulates, and agrees to the

following: (i) she has beeo firlly advised of her rights to notice aud a hea-ring to contest thg findings of

fact, conclusions of law, arrtl order set forth below, and fully and finall)'waives aJl such rights and a:ry

rights to appeal or otherwise ehallenge ttris Stipulation of Facts and Final Order of Suspension

(Stipulation and Fi::al Order); (ii) this Stipulation and Final Order is a public document and disclosed

to the public upon request by the Commission; (iii) this Stipulation and Final Order is contingent

upon and subject to approval and ailoption by the Commission. If the Commission does not approve

and adopt this Stipulation and Final Order, then neither deCasho nor the Commission are bound by

the terms hereir:; (iv) she has fi:-lly read this Stipulation and Final Order, alrd understands it

completely; (v) she voluntarily, without aly force or duress, enters hto this Stipulation and Final

Order and consents to issuance and entry of tlre Stipulated Final Order belorv; (wi) she states that no
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1 promises or representation has been made to induce her to sign this Stipulation and Final Order; a:rd

2 (vii) she has consulted with an attorney regarding this Stipu.lation and Final Order and has been ful1y

3 advised rvith regard to her rights thereto, or waiv'es any and all rights to consu-It with an attorney prior

4 to entering i:rto this Stipulation aad Final Order and issua-u.ce and entry of the Stipulated Final Order

5 be]ow.
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STIPULAIION OF FACTS

1) decastro has been licensed as arr educator in Oregon since August 26, 2oo9. decasbo hoids an

IDitiaI Adminisbator License, rvitb an endorsement in Admihistrator (All LW), ralid from October

31, 2013, t}Irongh Jwrc 14,2017. Ou May e4, zorT deCastro submitted a timely application for

renew-al, and her license expiration rvas pended awaiting the fina1 outcome of ttris investigation

process. Du.ring all relevant times, deCastro was employed as the principal of the Pine Eagle

Charter School, sponsored by ttre Pine Eagle School District.

z) On October r8, zor5, the Commission became aware, ttrrough a news media article, of a larv suit

that had been filed against deCasto. The lawsuit alleged misconduct on deCastro's part as related

to her conduct and invohement in a surprise active shooter drill. Additionally, on March 7, zo16,

the Commission rcceived a complaint from a patron of the Pine Eagle School District advising that

deCastro had been involved in the planning and approval of an aetive shooter drill that uas

recHess, dangerous, and resr:Ited in uar:matized educators and a federal larv suit filed against the

district. The patron alleged that decastm's conduct cor:ld be considered gross neglect of duty

and/or gross unfitness.

3) On April 26, 2013, the PiDe Eagle Charter School experienced an unannounced 'Active Shooter"

drill duri-ng a teacher in-service day. The iActive Shooter" tirill incJuded, but was not limited to,

the following:

a) T\,vo men dressed il disguises and wearing masks entered the school posing as shooters. They

ipited firecrackers to simulate gunshots or explosions and each carried a .zz caliber starter

pistol loaded rr.ith bla-nks. The shooters split up and walked the hallways engaging teachers

rvho rtere rvorking on "Run, Hide, Fight" saJety projects in their rooms or common areas.
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b) one shooter entered a classroom, pointed his pistol at the teacher insitle, fired t}te n'eapon at

lhem and stated "You're dead".

c) None ofthe involved educators were aware the event rvas a drill prior to the incident. After the

event, deCastro conducted a group ilebriefing where staffll'ere handed out red dots to indicate

they had been shot artd / or killed during the scenario. The educator who rvas "shot" in her

classroom was traumatized to the poirit she filed a federal 1a*'suit and has never returned to

work-

d) No one involved in the planning or execution of the ev-ent h ad experience or traini.ng on how to

stage an active shooter drill. There was no way to predict or accoult for the possibility that

staff or a passerby might deploy a rr,eapon or actively engage to the point of a serious iljury or

deatb.

TIPUI.ATED:
<..- {- /)a !,j ' d6,<-

eCastu'o Date

TreDt D , Deputy Director
Teacher Standards and Practices Cornmission

eJ-
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IT IS

5/ax , on
Date

CONCLUSIONS OF I-AW

Cammie J. deCastro's conduct described above constitutes gross neglect of duB' in violation of

ORS 342.r75(r)ft); OAR s8+-ozo-oo4o(4); OAR 584-o2o-oo4o(4xn) as it incorporates OAR 584-

o2o-oo1o(1) (Recognize the uorth and digntty of all persons and respectfor each indiuidual), OAR

584-ozo-ooro(S) (Use professionaljudgment), OAR 584-02o-oo25(3)O) (Skills in planning and

staff ossignment), OAR 584-o2o-oo3o(2)O) (SkiII in communicating uith administrators, students,

staff, parents, and other patrons),' and OAR 584-o2o-oo4o(4xd) (Unreosonable physicalforce

against students, fellou ernployees, or uisitors to the school, except os pennilted under ORS 339.e5o.
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The Commission's authori['to impose discipline in this matter is based upon ORS 342.775.

ORDER

The Commission hereby adopts altl incorporates herein the above stipulation of facts,

conclusions of law, a-nd based thereon hereby imposes a thirty (So) day suspensioa of deCastro's

Oregon educator licenses following the adoption of this order.

iT IS SO ORDERED this dav ofJune, zorg.

TLACHER ST.{NDARDS A.\D PRI,CNCES COIL\IISSION

By':
. Aathony Rosilez, t'
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