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Agencies remove abandoned boats from Swan Island Lagoon  
 
The Oregon State Marine Board and the 
Oregon Department of State Lands, in 
partnership with the Multnomah County River 
Patrol, coordinated an abandoned boat cleanup 
in the Swan Island Lagoon on July 26.  Ten 
boats were identified for seizure. 
 
Marine Industrial Contractors used two 
barges, one with a crane to remove watercraft 
and the other for transporting the boats. Some 
of the boats were located along the shoreline 
and others partially submerged in the lagoon.  
 
“This is the first of several cleanups being 
discussed,” said Ashley Massey, Public 
Information Officer for the Marine Board.  “We’re grateful to the contractors for being able to 
remove all of the identified boats at the same time.  The efficiencies and cost savings are huge. This 
will allow all of the agency partners to continue planning future on-water cleanups and hopefully 
more groups can come together to help clean up the trash along the shorelines. We care about our 
waterways and want them to be clean and safe for everyone.” 
    
The Oregon State Marine Board’s Abandoned and Derelict Vessel Removal Program outlines 
procedures for delegating authority to an enforcement agency to seize and remove boats from state 
lands and waters (ORS 830.908 – 830.944), in addition to seizure protocols.  Oregon’s ADV 
program sets aside $150,000 each biennium to fund or reimburse up to 90 percent of the removal 
costs to abandoned derelict boats, statewide.  The Swan Island Lagoon clean-up effort will cost 
approximately $18,000, and includes taking the boats to a storage facility, removing any hazardous 
materials or recyclable materials, and dismantling each boat.  The Department of State Lands and 
Marine Board are working together to cover the costs.   
 
 
 
 



“This clean-up represents a great partnership between 
state agencies, upland property owners and local 
government to address a shared problem,” said Ken 
Armstrong, DSL Communications Manager. “We have 
much more to do here and elsewhere, but this is a good 
start.” 
 
The Department of State Lands is involved in the clean-
up due to its stewardship of submerged and submersible 
state lands up to the point of Ordinary High Water.  
 
The Marine Board also advocates boaters be good 
stewards of the environment by adopting clean boater 
practices and having an end-of-life plan for their boats. 
“Boats, like cars and homes need routine maintenance 
and TLC; but somewhere down the line, they reach a 
point when they are beyond repair,” Massey added.  “If 
you’re not sure what to do, contact the Marine Board to discuss disposal options.” 
 
For more information about the Marine Board’s Abandoned Derelict Vessel Program and how to be 
a clean boater, visit https://www.oregon.gov/osmb/forms-library/Pages/Forms-Library-Home.aspx. 
 

### 

 

The Marine Board is funded by registration, title fees and marine fuel taxes paid by motorized boaters. No lottery, 
general fund tax dollars or local facility parking fees are used to support the agency or its programs. Boater-
paid fees go back to boaters in the form of boating safety services (on-the-water enforcement, training, and 
equipment), education/outreach materials, and boating access facility grants (boat ramps, docks, parking, 
restrooms, and construction and maintenance). The Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention Permit program is 
dedicated funding to pay for border inspection stations, decontamination equipment, inspectors, and 
signage/outreach materials. The Mandatory Education Program is self-supporting and revenue helps pay for 
education materials and boater education cards.  For more information about the Marine Board and its programs, 
visit www.boatoregon.com. 
 
The Oregon Department of State Lands is overseen by the State Land Board, which consists of Governor Kate Brown, 
Secretary of State Bev Clarno and State Treasurer Tobias Read. The Department of State Lands administers diverse 
natural and fiscal resources. Many of the resources generate revenue for the Common School Fund, such as state-
owned rangelands and timberlands, waterway leases, estates for which no will or heirs exist, and unclaimed property. 
Twice a year, the agency distributes fund investment earnings to support K-12 public schools. The agency also 
administers Oregon’s Removal-Fill Law, which requires people removing or filling certain amounts of material in waters 
of the state to obtain a permit. For more information about the Department of State Lands and its programs, visit 
https://www.oregon.gov/dsl/Pages/index.aspx 
 

https://www.oregon.gov/osmb/forms-library/Documents/Environmental/2019CleanBoaterGuideWeb.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/osmb/forms-library/Documents/Environmental/2019CleanBoaterGuideWeb.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/osmb/forms-library/Pages/Forms-Library-Home.aspx
http://www.boatoregon.com/
https://www.oregon.gov/dsl/Pages/index.aspx

