
Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission 
 

June 12, 2024 
 

Agenda Item:   5d          Information 

Public Comment Allowed: Yes 

Topic:    Fort Yamhill State Heritage Area Transfer 

Presented by:   Matt Rippee, Deputy Director – Heritage Division 
 

Background: 

Fort Yamhill State Heritage Area is a 110-acre property in Polk County. 

The park was developed and opened as part of the Park-A-Year program under Governor Kulongoski, 
welcoming public use with a trail, parking area, and kiosk in 2006. 

This historic site has been the focus of archaeological research associated with the Coast Range fort and 
restoration of the one building on-site dating to the fort’s active period; the officer’s quarters. 

The park is surrounded by lands that are owned and managed by the Confederated Tribes of the Grand 
Ronde Community of Oregon, and the CTGRCO assisted OPRD in developing interpretive material. 
Their adjacent lands are used for community events and functions. 

In June 2023, OPRD and CTGRCO entered into a Memorandum of Understanding that created a formal 
agreement that memorializes the basis, intention and collaborative effort to protect and manage Ft. Yam-
hill. The parties desire to establish the nature of the coordination and consultation that will occur between 
them as to the management and use of Ft. Yamhill.  Since that time, the two parties have worked coopera-
tively to manage Ft. Yamhill with the intent to eventually transfer the property from OPRD to CTGRCO. 

The arrangement has been very successful. Operations are going well; CTGRCO would like to as-
sume ownership and use the site as a hub for celebration in addition to keeping the property open to 
visitors.  
 
Department staff will complete due diligence associated with a no-cost transfer of land and expect to 
bring a proposal to the Commission for action in September. 
 
 
Prior Action by Commission: September 2022 Informational 
 

Action Requested: None 
 

Attachments: 5e - Maps 
 

Prepared by: Matt Rippee 
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Memorandum of Agreement 

Between the 

Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde Community of Oregon 

and 

Oregon Parks & Recreation Department 

On Fort Yamhill State Heritage Area in Grand Ronde, Oregon 

This memorandum of agreement (MOA or Agreement) is executed by the Confederated Tribes of the 
Grand Ronde Community of Oregon (Tribe) and the State of Oregon (State), by and through its Parks and 
Recreation Department (OPRD), on the dates set out below, These entities are collectively referred to 
below as the Parties. 

RECITALS: 

Whereas, the Tribe is a sovereign government and a federally recognized Indian Tribe dedicated to the 
preservation and protection of their reserved rights, whether based on treaty or any other source of 
law, and of their cultural heritage both within their reservation boundary and within their ceded !ands 

··and traditional use areas;

Whereas, OPRD currently owns and manages the Fort Yamhill State Heritage Area (Ft. Yamhill) and as a
State agency, has requirements and authority under state law to ensure protection and care for the

________ pr�p�rty'-�-L��-1:l.lJr��s uri.�i_r _ _Q_�� :390._!_g; __ _ 

Whereas, the Tribe considers the land including and adjacent to the property, known as Fort YamhlJI 
State Heritage Area in Grand Ronde, Oregon, to be sacred. The Tribe has vigorously worked toward 
protecting these lands since time immemorial; 

Whereas, the State has authority to enter into cooperative agreements with Indian Tribal Governments 
under ORS 190.110, which provides that in petforming a duty imposed upon it, in exercising a power 
conferred upon it, or in administering a policy or program delegated to it, a state agency may cooperate 
for any lawful purpose with an American Indian Tribe. This includes the protection ofthe resources at Ft. 
Yamhill; 

Whereas, the Tribe has authority to enter into cooperative agreements with the State of Oregon, 
pursuant to the Constitution of the Tribe, under Article Ill, Section I, which provides authority to the 
Grand Ronde Tribal Council to negotiate with federal, state, and local governments; 

Whereas, the Parties have expressed their mutual desire to memorialize their roles in future planning, 
protection and management of the Ft. Yamhill; and 

Whereas, the Oregon Governor's Executive Order Number 96-30 and Oregon Revised Statutes {ORS) 
182.162 to 182.168 recognize the importance ofGovernmenHo-Government relations between Indian 
Tribes and the State. 

NOW THEREFORE, the Parties agree that: 
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