




SALEM, Oregon — Oregon Army National Guard 
Capt. Sarah Wickenhagen, an aeromedical nurse practitio-
ner with the Oregon National Guard’s Medical Command, 
based in Salem, has recently been named by the American 
Association of Nurse Practitioners (AANP) as one of the 
recipients of their prestigious State Award for Excellence 
for 2014.

Wickenhagen, FNP, DNP, is also a policy analyst for the 
Oregon State Board of Nursing. She and other nurse practi-
tioners and advocates were honored at an awards ceremony 
and reception held during the AANP 2014 National Con-
ference, June 17-22, in Nashville, Tenn.

The State Award for Nurse Practitioner Excellence, 
founded in 1991, recognizes a nurse practitioner (NP) in 
a state who demonstrates excellence in practice.  In 1993, 
the State Award for Nurse Practitioner Advocate was added 
to recognize the efforts of individuals who have made a 
significant contribution toward increasing the awareness 
and acceptance of the NP.

“I am truly honored to receive this award. I am very 
passionate about my profession and feel very blessed to be 
recognized by my peers,” Wickenhagen said.

Prior to joining the Board of Nursing in March, 
Wickenhagen worked in the Oregon Health Science University (OHSU) School of 
Nursing teaching in the graduate nursing programs and working clinically in pre-operative 
medicine.  She has a varied background that includes serving as an Army nurse and caring 
for patients across the lifespan in both primary and acute care settings.

She obtained her Bachelor of Science in Nursing in 1996 from the University of 
Mobile, located in Mobile, Ala., and her Masters of Science and Doctorate of Nursing 
Practice (DNP) from OHSU in 2005 and 2013, respectively.  Wickenhagen is attached 
to the Oregon Army National Guard’s 2-641st Aviation Battalion, where she provides 
medical care to unit service members. She is also training to serve as a crew member for 
the battalion’s MEDEVAC unit.

In her spare time, Wickenhagen enjoys spending time with her family, including her 
husband, Chief Warrant Officer 3 Devin Wickenhagen, who is an Oregon Army National 
Guard helicopter pilot, and their two children.

“I’m very proud to have Sarah recognized for all her work as a nurse practitioner 
educator and advocate. She inspires me with her dedication and professionalism and it’s 
very rewarding to see her honored at the state and national level,” Devin Wickenhagen 
said.

Sarah Wickenhagen said she was very thankful for the support of her family — 
something National Guard families know all too well, having to deal with military 
schools, annual training, deployments and work-related responsibilities.

“I am incredibly thankful for my family support and in particular my husband who has 
been with me on every step of this journey,” she said.

The AANP is the largest professional membership organization for NPs of all 
specialties.  It represents the interests of the nation’s 189,000 NPs, including more than 
50,000 members, providing a unified networking platform, and advocating for their 
role as providers of high-quality, cost-effective, comprehensive, patient-centered, and 
personalized health care.
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Maj. Gen. Daniel Hokanson (left), Adjutant General, Oregon, presents Brig. Gen. 
Bruce Prunk (right) with a Certificate of Retirement from the U.S. Air Force during 
his retirement ceremony at the Anderson Readiness Center in Salem, Ore., July 9.
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SALEM, Oregon - Oregon Air National Guard Brig. Gen. Bruce W. Prunk, 
Special Assistant to the Director of the Air National Guard, retired after more than 
30 years of service with a ceremony held at the Anderson Readiness Center in 
Salem, July 9.

Prunk was commissioned in 1983 through the Air National Guard’s Academy of 
Military Science. Prior to receiving his commission, he was an enlisted member of 
the 142nd Combat Support Squadron of the Oregon Air National Guard.

He has served in various positions throughout his career, including Assistant 
Adjutant General-Air for the Oregon National Guard, the Director of Staff of the 
Oregon Air National Guard for Oregon Joint Force Headquarters, and Deputy 
Commander of the 732nd Air Expeditionary Group, 332nd Air Expeditionary Wing 
while deployed to Iraq in 2007.

In his most recent position, Prunk was responsible for strategy development, state 
and federal liaisons, inter-agency coordination, and special duties supporting the 
105,000 Air National Guard members nation-wide.

During the retirement ceremony, Prunk received both the Oregon Distinguished 
Service Medal and the Oregon Thirty-Year Faithful Service Medal, which was 
presented by Maj. Gen Daniel Hokanson, Adjutant General, Oregon. Prunk was 
also presented with a lithograph of an F-15 Eagle by Col. Rick Wedan, 142nd 
Fighter Wing commander. 

Prunk’s wife, Janice, attended the ceremony and was presented a Certificate of 
Appreciation from the Secretary of the Air Force.

Oregon Air Guard BG Prunk retires
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State Chaplain promoted to colonel

SALEM, Oregon - Oregon National Guard Lt. Colonel Scott Delbridge, recently 
appointed as State Chaplain, was promoted to colonel in a ceremony held at Heritage 
Park in Salem, July 12. 

The ceremony was attended by family, friends and members of the military, both 
currently serving and retired.

Maj. Gen. Dan Hokanson, Adjutant General, Oregon,  presided over the ceremony. 
Delbridge has served with the Oregon Army National Guard since 1994 when he 
transferred from the Air National Guard.
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Lengyel visits Soldiers fighting Oregon fires

Lt. Gen. Joseph L. Lengyel (second from left), Vice Chief, National Guard 
Bureau, visits the Gander helibase, near John Day, Ore., Aug. 14. The Oregon Army 
National Guard assisted with firefighting efforts at locations throughout the state, 
using CH-47 Chinook, HH-60M Blackhawk, and UH-72 Lakota helicopters.

With Lengyel are CW3 Devin Wickenhagen (far left), HH-60M command pilot; 
Maj. Gen. Daniel Hokanson (center), Adjutant General, Oregon; and Lt. Col. Mark 
Ulvin (right), State Army Aviation Officer.

The Oregon National Guard assisted with the Beaver Complex fires, which were 
comprised of the Salt Creek Fire, located 20 miles northwest of Medford, and the 
Oregon Gulch Fire, located 15 miles east of Ashland. Authorities determined that 
lightning started the fires sometime around July 30-31.

As part of its fire-fighting efforts, the Oregon Army National Guard used the CH-
47 Chinook helicopter, carrying a “Bambi” bucket which can carry 2,000 gallons of 
water on a cable length of 120 feet.

Officials determined that the 2014 summer season fires which burned through 
Oregon, Eastern Washington, and California, comprised the worst fire season on 
record. See related story on page 6.
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