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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome to the Center for Health Statistics webinar for County members on Vital Statistics. My name is Kathy Ellis, the Vital Records Trainer. 
 




Today’s Agenda
• Dual Purpose of Vital Records
• What are Vital Statistics?
• County Role in Vital Statistics 

• Importance of Confidentiality

• Responsibilities of the Statistics Unit

• Uses of Vital Statistics

• Publicly available data on CHS website
o Birth and death preliminary and final data

o Annual reports

o Statistics Dashboards

• Data Use Requests and Other Resources
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In today’s presentation we will cover:
Dual Purpose of Vital Records
What are Vital Statistics?
County Role in Vital Statistics 
Importance of Confidentiality
Responsibilities of the Statistics Unit
Uses of Vital Statistics
Publicly available data on CHS website
Birth and death preliminary and final data
Annual reports
Statistics Dashboards
Data Use Requests and other resources






Dual Purpose of Vital Records
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Primary source of 
population health data

• Birth rates and outcomes

• Prenatal care utilization

• Leading causes of death

• Life expectancy estimates

Legal record of a vital 
event

• Birth records establish 
identity and paternity

• Death records settle 
matters of estate

• Mandated by ORS 432 

• Instructions from OAR  
333-011

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Vital records serve a dual purpose. The first purpose of vital records is to serve as the legal record of a vital event. Oregon law requires that all vital events be recorded. Because of this, vital records are often the primary document used in establishing identity, citizenship, paternity, and in settling matters of estate after a death in the family.

The other – and equally important - purpose of vital records is to serve as a primary data source on the health of our population. Vital records data sets are special and unique because they cover the entire population, since the law requires all vital events to be recorded.  Not only is the event itself recorded, but a wealth of health, demographic, and geographic information is recorded along with it. Vital records are also used to affect public health outcomes and population health, not just measure them. Programs like early hearing detection intervention, immunizations, home visiting, child support, etc. rely on vital records data to administer their programs and improve health outcomes. Today’s presentation will cover this statistical aspect of vital records.

https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors432.html
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/displayDivisionRules.action?selectedDivision=1226


Vital Statistics
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• Data compiled and analyzed for 
public health program planning 
and policy development.

• The primary data 
sources used for measuring 
health indicators such as:
o Infant mortality
o Leading causes of death
o Low birth weight babies
o Emerging diseases
o Mom’s access to prenatal care

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When news stories talk about deaths from cancer dropping or lower rates for teen pregnancy, that information is based on vital records statistics collected in Oregon and across the nation.
The Center for Health Statistics is also responsible for compiling and analyzing the data from vital records. This data is used throughout the state and the nation for program planning and policy development and is the primary data sources used for measuring many Oregon Benchmarks.  It is also used to assess health equity among populations.
Some of the most important information about the health of Oregonians comes from vital records, such as infant mortality, leading causes of death, low birth weight babies, emerging diseases and mother's access to prenatal care. 





Importance of Confidentiality
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• Federal regulations and state statutes 
exist to protect this data

oPersonally Identifiable Information 
(PII)

oProtected Health Information (PHI)
• County Release of Vital Record Data:

o Vital Records certificates to eligible 
applicants

o Voter registration roll update to 
county clerk

Any other releases of vital records or 
their data must be reviewed by CHS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
These and the many other uses of vital records data are important, but we can’t forget that these records are also the legal record of the event. Because they are used to establish identity, we must always protect the privacy and confidentiality of these records first. 
As a government agency, we follow federal regulations and state law requiring the protection of Personally Identifiable Information and Protected Health Information.
Vital records are full of this personal and health information and by law any and all requests other than Vital Records certificates to eligible applicants or voter roll updates to the county clerk must be made to us here at CHS. We carefully review each request to ensure that confidentiality is maintained, and that all applicable laws and rules are followed. The state registrar must approve any release of Oregon vital records data.



The VITAL Role You Play in Records

According to OAR  333-011, County Registrar 
duties include: 
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• Registration of death records

• Notarize Acknowledgment of Paternity forms

• Issuance of certified copies for birth and 

death records

• Confidentiality of records

• Physical security of documents

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Producing and publishing statistical information is the final stage of a long, ongoing process that begins with the prompt, accurate recording of vital events. Let’s talk about the county registrar’s important role in this process.  
Oregon has a statewide vital statistics system. This means the state registrar is responsible for ensuring that all laws and regulations are followed throughout the state. The county and state registrar work cooperatively to provide secure records and consistent service across the state. 
To support these goals, county registrars review death records for accuracy and completeness, following up on incomplete items as necessary so they can be registered. Some counties notarize Acknowledgment of paternity forms which are part of paternity statistics. County registrars facilitate issuance of certified copies of birth and death records. Also, the county registrars maintain the confidentiality and physical security of records. Your actions are key to safeguarding the legal sufficiency of the records that the Statistics unit analyzes on behalf of our citizens.
Vital events — births, deaths, marriage, divorce — chart the course Oregonians take throughout their lives. In today’s complex society, using this information for careful policy and resource planning is becoming more important than ever.  We greatly appreciate your partnership in this effort.
 

https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/displayDivisionRules.action?selectedDivision=1226


Responsibilities of the Statistics Program

• Reviews records 
for data quality & 
consistency

oRegistration 
oOVERS
oNational Center for 

Health Statistics 
(NCHS)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now I’d like to share a little about what the statistics program does.
As vital records come in throughout the year, the Statistics team reviews these records for quality and consistency.
What Statistics does is examine the records for information that seems out of line with the other information on the record. For example, is the manner of death – whether it was natural or accidental,  – consistent with the cause of death – say, cancer or a drug overdose. 
They also flag records with missing information, or information that is way over or under what we normally see (for example, an 8’ tall mother).
They then work with the Registration team members to follow-up on those records and confirm or correct the information. There are also soft and hard edits built into OVERS that help to ensure that the data that is entered is in line with the type of information being requested. The statistics program will then report the data to the National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) so they can be analyzed on a national level. 




Responsibilities of the Statistics Program

• Summarize, analyze, and publish 
vital record data
o Births
o Deaths
o Fetal Deaths
o Infant Deaths
o Abortions
o Marriage, ORDP, Divorce, Dissolution 

• Report to National Center for Health 
Statistics

• Data Use Requests
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In addition to quality control, the Statistics team also summarizes, analyzes, and publishes vital records data on a regular schedule in a variety of formats. As you can see on this slide, they publish data on births, deaths, fetal deaths, infant deaths, abortions, and marriage, Oregon Registered Domestic Partnerships, divorce and dissolution. They report this data to the National Center for Health Statistics. They also review data use requests.
We are going to look at some of this published data, but first…




Uses of Vital Statistics

• Analyze health trends
• Plan public health programs 

and interventions

• Develop policy
• Provide foundational 

information for many public 
health indicators

• Share data with National Center 
for Health Statistics (NCHS)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I want to mention a few examples that show how vital statistics data are used in public health.
One example is with opioid deaths. Local health departments and other researchers are using our death certificate data to monitor opioid deaths - where they occur, who died in terms of age and residence, and the characteristics surrounding the death. These data can reveal trends, which we can use to tailor interventions to be both more effective – by understanding who the population is that we need to reach – and more efficient – by targeting the areas in the state with the most problems. 
Another example is the State Health Assessment. Every five years, OHA produces a report on the health of our state and how Oregon compares to the rest of the country. It uses data from many sources, but vital records data is used to look at the impact of (among other things) chronic diseases, estimate rates for leading causes of death, and examine disparities in prenatal care. 
In addition to these local uses, all states send de-identified data to the National Center for Health Statistics, enabling similar analyses across the entire US.



Publicly Available Data and Reports:
Statistics Unit Publications
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• Main Statistics unit web page: 
http://healthoregon.org/vitalstats                                                  

• Year-to-date tables published quarterly as 
PDF’s. Death preliminary dashboards are 
updated monthly

• Finalized data published in our annual report

• Data Dashboards http://bit.ly/ORVRAnnRpts

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Next, I would like to talk about our publicly-available data and reports. After that, I will let you know how to request data that isn’t publicly available. We already know that all requests for specific vital records data must come through the state office, but a lot of information is already posted on our website for free. We regularly publish and update data tables on birth, death, fetal death, abortion, and teen pregnancy on our website (free to the public). Since 2018 we have made that information available in Data Dashboards. 

http://healthoregon.org/vitalstats
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FORVRAnnRpts&data=05%7C02%7CKathy.Ellis%40oha.oregon.gov%7C4adf0b943a994e6a9dbf08dc791adeab%7C658e63e88d39499c8f4813adc9452f4c%7C0%7C0%7C638518403533388842%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4zVikblEN6XYKiQ2iHcZoCn8FJfbgvlfhm8FXC9NirI%3D&reserved=0


Vital Statistics page
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is the About Vital Statistics page. It can be accessed by clicking on the More Vital Statistics link from our home page. From this page you can view the preliminary, year to date and final data. You will also be able to go to the various data visualizations like the data dashboards and data maps. The data maps are for 2017 and prior.

https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/BIRTHDEATHCERTIFICATES/VITALSTATISTICS/Pages/index.aspx


Birth Preliminary, Year-to-date and Final Data
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Clicking on Birth will take you to the preliminary, year-to-date and final tables. These are updated quarterly. We wait one month before publishing to allow time for quality control and late records. Soon we will have preliminary birth data dashboards.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are several categories such as Age of Mother, Birthweight, and prenatal care. Click on a year within a category to display the information. The table can be downloaded as a pdf. Birth tables go back to 1998, there is preliminary birth data for 2024. 
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Death Preliminary, Year-to-date and Final Data

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To view death reports, click on Deaths and then select from preliminary mortality or preliminary domicile unknown. In the Final Death Data section you can select annual trends, leading causes of mortality, county deaths or injury deaths. All of this information will display as dashboards.
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Death Preliminary, Mortality Data

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
On this preliminary death data dashboard you can see total deaths by months. You can select a year with the current year being the default. Also, you can select the Age, Manner of Death, or Medical Examiner view on this page. To take a snapshot of the data, click on the download icon in the lower right corner. All of the data dashboards that you see in this presentation have the option to download information by clicking on this icon. You can download as an image, a pdf or a PowerPoint slide. 
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Death Preliminary, Domicile unknown

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Another preliminary death data dashboard is for Domicile Unknown where you can see total deaths for unhoused decedents. Not all counties have had domicile unknown decedents. This dashboard lists number of decedents by month and includes race and ethnicity, age, sex, manner and place of death. 



PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION
Center for Health Statistics

17

Death Preliminary, Year-to-date and Final Data

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
One Final Death Data dashboards is leading causes of mortality. Select the year that you want data for. You can also filter by leading cause of death sex, age group, and race and ethnicity by clicking on the category option. There are similar filters on the other statistical dashboards. 
On the left side you can also select the population-resident deaths or occurrence deaths- as well as measures like the crude death rate, median age and years of potential life lost. Definitions and Data Notes are also available to view. 



Annual Reports
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Birth & Pregnancy 2018-
Current Online Dashboards 

• Annual Report 
Volume 1 from 2017-
1995

Death 2018-Current Online 
Dashboards

• Annual Report 
Volume 2 from 2017-
1995, limited tables 
for 2018-2022

Historical Reports        
1903-1918

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You may be familiar with the annual reports where we published final yearly data. These were published from 1995 to 2017. The report had two volumes – volume one for birth and volume two for death. The report provided an extensive presentation of data including narrative, graphs, and figures. These also go back to 1995 and can be downloaded from our website.
Starting in 2018 the data from the annual reports was presented in online dashboards which are more accessible and interactive. For death there are a limited number of data tables for 2018-2022. We also have some historical reports from 1903-1918 that we have scanned and made available to the public.



https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/BIRTHDEATHCERTIFICATES/VITALSTATISTICS/ANNUALREPORTS/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/BIRTHDEATHCERTIFICATES/VITALSTATISTICS/ANNUALREPORTS/Pages/historicalreports.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/BIRTHDEATHCERTIFICATES/VITALSTATISTICS/ANNUALREPORTS/Pages/historicalreports.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/BIRTHDEATHCERTIFICATES/VITALSTATISTICS/ANNUALREPORTS/VOLUME1/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/BIRTHDEATHCERTIFICATES/VITALSTATISTICS/ANNUALREPORTS/VOLUME2/Pages/index.aspx


Statistics Dashboards
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Oregon published its first Vital Statistics Annual Report in 1905. For over 100 years, the report was produced in hard-copy format. In 2009, the Center for Health Statistics (CHS) ceased production of paper copies of the report, instead offering it in downloadable form from our website. The Annual Report had evolved into several pages of narrative and dozens upon dozens of static data tables. The Statistics Dashboards rely less on narrative descriptions of the data and focus instead on presenting the data through interactive data visualizations. This allows for the examination of the data in new ways, focus on topics of interest, and allows easier comparisons to earlier data than was possible with static reports.


https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/BirthDeathCertificates/VitalStatistics/annualreports/Pages/index.aspx
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are several dashboards and I recommend taking a look at all of them. For this presentation I will focus on two of them, the County Birth & Pregnancy dashboard and the County Death Dashboard.

To access the dashboards, go to the Vital Records website and click on Annual Reports in the View Vital Statistics column. Scroll down to where the Dashboards are listed and click on County Birth & Pregnancy Dashboard accordion. You can see that the dashboard covers data from 2010-2023 and includes several topics that are included on the dashboard. To open the dashboard, click on the Visit the Birth County Dashboard link. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
At the top of the dashboard there are instructions about how to use the dashboard as well as data notes and definitions. First select a year and then select a topic-​ topics include:​​ ​​Age of mother, race and ethnicity, prenatal care, unmarried mothers by age, maternal risk factors pregnancies by age and others. For this example, lets look at the age of the mother. You can see the age of the moms when they gave birth, along with percentages and the total number of births in each age category. They are sorted by county in alphabetical order. You can click on the ages column to sort from high to low. You can also click on a county in the map to see information for that county only. Click on the county image again to return to the full county list. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Unmarried moms by age.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Next, I would like to show you one of the death dashboards. These are also found on the annual reports webpage. Click to open the accordion next to the County Death Dashboard. The data for the dashboard is from 2017-2022 and the topics for this dashboard include number of deaths, crude death rates, median age at death, years of potential life lost, leading causes of death, and various demographics. Click the link to open the dashboard. The dashboard defaults to the most current year. If you want to look at a different year click on the slide bar at the top of the top left of the page. The total number of deaths for the year are listed in the top right corner. The leading causes of death are shown down the page with the total number of deaths for each cause listed. Hovering over the bar next to a cause of death provides additional information, like crude death rate and years of potential life lost.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To see a breakdown of deaths according to sex, age group and race and ethnicity information click on the arrow. If you would like to view information for your specific county, you can click on the county from the map or click on the county of residence from the column on the right. The page will refresh and show deaths by leading cause of death for that county only. 



Requesting Vital Statistics Data
ORS 432.350(b) 
The state registrar may adopt rules 
permitting the disclosure of vital records 
and reports and related documents, data 
or information if the disclosure is for 
public health purposes or if the state 
registrar otherwise determines that:

(A) The requestor has a valid need 
for the information;
(B) The information cannot be 
obtained from other sources;
(C) The requestor is authorized to 
receive the information; and
(D) The integrity of the vital record 
or report can be assured.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Next let’s talk about how to request information that isn’t made public on our website. There are laws and rules that govern the release of data collected through vital records. The data we publish doesn’t contain any Personally Identifiable Information, but sometimes our partners need more specific information. For these requests we follow ORS 432.350 which states that the state registrar may adopt rules permitting the disclosure of vital records and reports and related documents, data or information if the disclosure is for public health purposes or if the state registrar otherwise determines that:
(A) The requestor has a valid need for the information;�(B) The information cannot be obtained from other sources;�(C) The requestor is authorized to receive the information; and�(D) The integrity of the vital record or report can be assured.�


https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors432.html


Requesting Vital Statistics Data Rule

• OAR 333-011-0325(2): “Requests for personally 
identifiable information contained in vital records 
for health research purposes shall be submitted in 
writing to the state registrar.”

• All requests for data must go 
     through the state vital records
     office.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Let’s talk about the process for requesting record-level data. Just to be clear, when I say “record-level data,” I am talking about data for specific individuals. Imagine a spreadsheet where each row contains information on a single birth in your county. This is the opposite of “summary data,” which combines the record-level data.
State law and administrative rules govern the release and use of all record-level data.
The most specific guidance can be found in the OAR we’ve referenced on this slide. 
Data requests must be submitted in writing to state registrar and must go through the state vital records office. 



CHS Researchers Review Committee

• Staffed by the analysts and manager of the 
Statistics Program and chaired by the State 
Registrar.

• Reviews all data requests for legality, proper use, 
and protection of security and confidentiality.

• County vital records offices are not authorized to 
release vital records data, aggregated or record-
level.

PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION
Center for Health Statistics

27

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So how are these requests handled?
CHS has a Research Review Committee that reviews all requests for data. The committee is made up of the analysts and manager in the Statistics Program and is chaired by the State Registrar.
The committee reviews all data requests to make sure they comply with the law, that they are being used for approved public health research activities, and that the security and confidentiality of the records will be protected. We often contact the requestor to get more information about how the data will be used and protected, and make sure the data being requested is appropriate for the research question.
Under the law, county vital records offices are not allowed to release vital records data – even to local health officers. This includes unpublished summary data, as well as individual records or working copies from OVERS.
So, as an example, a local Public Health Officer comes in asking for copies of the death records to analyze cause of death trends. Seems like a reasonable request, but you cannot release the records. You should have the health officer contact the state office.
Another example, the District Attorney comes in and wants to analyze infant deaths. As before, this is a good idea, but you cannot provide the DA with the data. The DA would contact the state office.




Data Use Requests

• Submit a data request at http://bit.ly/orvr-data-
request

o  Select the link for an Internal Request for Public 
Health Division Staff or External Request for all 
other requests.

oFor questions about submitting a request contact 
CHS.Statistics@oha.oregon.gov

• County health departments may request data for 
free.

• For others, $60/hour fee for custom data requests.
PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Data requests are made by completing an electronic form. We recommend that the program requesting the data should submit the form and not the county vital records staff on their behalf.
There is a fee of $60/hour to prepare custom data requests. County health departments are exempt from this fee.

http://bit.ly/orvr-data-request
http://bit.ly/orvr-data-request
mailto:CHS.Statistics@oha.oregon.gov


Oregon Health Authority Resources

OPHAT - Oregon Public Health Assessment Tool 
• For statistics on vital events and population estimates.                 

Email OPHAT.Administration@odhsoha.oregon.gov  to sign 
up for an account

Injury and Violence Prevention
• For child fatality reviews, opioid death monitoring, suicides

Maternal and Child Health Program
• Prenatal care, birth outcomes and PRAMS (pregnancy risk 

assessment and monitoring system)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I want to mention some other places that you can get vital records data – some public, some semi-public.
If you only need summary data for your county rather than individual records, you may be able to find it with the Oregon Public Health Assessment Tool. OPHAT contains birth, death, fetal death, infant death, and abortion data, as well as population estimates and communicable disease data. It is interactive, so users can specify how the data is shown (by age, by race, by county, by cause of death) and play around with different ways to display the data. It has data going back to the 1990’s for birth and death. You must email them to set up an account.
In addition, there are several divisions in OHA that are focused on specific topics. 
For example, the Injury and Violence Prevention Program has dedicated staff who monitor and report data on opioid deaths. This program also provides information for local Child Fatality Review Teams. 
There is also a Maternal and Child Health program whose focus is just as its name implies. They are a good source of information on prenatal care, birth outcomes, and similar topics. You will also find PRAMS on their website which stands for pregnancy risk assessment and monitoring system. It’s an extensive survey of new parents and covers a lot more health topics than the birth record, so many requesters may find it more useful than birth data alone.


https://ophat.public.health.oregon.gov/Account/LogOn?ReturnUrl=/
mailto:OPHAT.Administration@odhsoha.oregon.gov
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/DISEASESCONDITIONS/INJURYFATALITYDATA/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/OHA/PH/HEALTHYPEOPLEFAMILIES/DATAREPORTS/pages/index.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYPEOPLEFAMILIES/DATAREPORTS/PRAMS/Pages/index.aspx


National Resources

Wonder 
•  Center for Disease Control for national averages
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The next national resource is CDC WONDER which is an easy-to-use, menu-driven system that makes the information resources of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) available to public health professionals and the public at large. It provides access to a wide array of public health information like average age of mother, average birth weight and cause of death. It’s free to use with no login required, and you can get summary tables by year, county, age group, race/ethnicity, cause of death or birth outcomes, and all sorts of other topics, in any combination you can think of. There is also some preliminary data depending on the topic you select.

https://wonder.cdc.gov/


Take-home Message

• Center for Health Statistics (CHS) is responsible for 
compiling, analyzing and disseminating the data from vital 
records.

• Remember, the use and sharing of vital records are 
protected under Oregon laws (ORS 432  & OAR  333-011).

• Statistical information can be found in published reports 
and Data Dashboards on the CHS website.

• Any request for vital records certificates, copies, or data 
must be referred to the state vital records office for 
approval unless you are providing paid certified copies to 
eligible persons or providing notice to the county clerk for 
updating voter registration rolls. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In conclusion we want to tell you how much we appreciate you taking time out of your busy day to learn more about the work we do in the statistics program and we want to leave you with these four take-aways.
Center for Health Statistics (CHS) is responsible for compiling, analyzing and disseminating the data from vital records.
Remember, the use and sharing of vital records are protected under Oregon laws (ORS 432 & OAR  333-011). 
Statistical information can be found in published reports and Data Dashboards on the CHS website.
Any request for vital records certificates, copies, or data must be referred to the state vital records office for approval unless you are providing paid certified copies to eligible persons or providing notice to the county clerk for updating voter registration rolls.



Statistics
• Preliminary and Final Data
• Statistics Dashboards
• Data Use Requests
CHS.Statistics@oha.oregon.gov

Partner Services
• County Liaison
• Training 
CHS.PartnerServices@oha.oregon.gov

32

Contacts

PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION
Center for Health Statistics

mailto:CHS.Statistics@oha.oregon.gov
mailto:CHS.PartnerServices@oha.oregon.gov


Thank you!
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thank you!
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