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	Regional Executive Council Information 

	
	
	Council name:
	Lane County System of Care

	
	
	Date submitted:
	12/29/2021

	
	
	Region:
	Lane County

	
	
	Contact name and role:
	Lucy Zammarelli, Interim SOC Coordinator

	
	
	Email:
	Lucy.zammarelli@lanecountyor.gov
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Barrier description:
	•	There is a very large unmet demand for developmental diagnostic assessments, and access to care, including preventive care, can depend on these assessments.  
•	Diagnostic assessments of developmental disability are complex, time-consuming, and specialized and require sub-specialists with broad-based and deep training in development and behavior.
· Currently the Child Development Rehabilitation Center in Eugene has a 1 to 1.5 year wait-list for interdisciplinary diagnostic assessments.
•	The CDRC serves a very large referral area, from Klamath Falls to Brookings to Newport thru Salem to Bend.

	
	
	Low Medicaid reimbursement rates and limited billing codes, along with high administrative burdens, prevent adequate clinical diagnostic staffing at the Eugene CDRC.  
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	Summary of Practice Level Work (PLW) Group action steps:

	
	
	After hearing about increasing wait times for families at CDRC due to this issue, the PLW recommended the Executive Council consider a second more focused submission to the State SOC Advisory Committee addressing low reimbursement rates.

	
	
	Summary of Advisory Committee (AC) action steps:  After hearing about increasing wait times for families at CDRC due to this issue, the AC recommended the Executive council consider a second more focused submission to the State SOC Advisory Committee addressing low reimbursement rates.

	
	
	

	
	
	Summary of Executive Council action steps:

	
	
	A Barrier Submission of broader scope was approved and submitted by the LC-SOC Executive Council to the State SOC in 2019.  It was rejected.  This current 2021 submission has been honed to address the largest impediment to Eugene CDRC operations with the hope of correcting an historical injustice towards children with disabilities.  There are other organizations providing these assessments, and billing rate increases would help all of them decrease family wait times.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Request of Statewide SOC Steering Committee

	
	
	What policy changes or funding investments would ameliorate the identified barrier?


	
	
	Medicaid reimbursement rates for Open Card and CCO covered services need to be increased substantially (ideally, they should be doubled to support the needed services) to cover the costs of delivering pediatric developmental diagnostic assessments, to allow for increased funding of clinical staff at organizations that provide assessment services, including the Eugene CDRC.  Also, additional billing codes that cover family services should be implemented for families with children who appear to have developmental delays.
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