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For the purposes of meeting and documenting the requirements of NEPA and related laws and authorities, answer the following questions to assist in determining whether early investigation activities should be considered preliminary investigations or advanced investigations. The total score in each column will indicate whether activities should be considered preliminary or advanced investigations.  
Yes
No
1.         Are the early investigation activities planned to inform the design, scope, and location of a future STIP project not yet planned for PE or construction?
2.         Do the early investigation activities have a separate key number? 
3.         Does the schedule for the early investigation activities conclude prior to the start of the PE phase for a future project? 
4.         Do the early investigation activities have a kickoff meeting where no additional PE-level design is included in the scope of work? 
5.         Do the early investigation activities utilize a separate EA funding account? 
Total Score 
         Total Score = 5 Yes - If the total score is five in the “Yes” column (i.e., all yes answers), it is likely that the early investigation activities should be considered advanced investigations and the “ODOT Advanced Investigations NEPA Form” (Form # 734-5445) should be prepared.  
         Total Score = 5 No - If the total score is five in the “No” column (i.e., all no answers), it is likely that the early investigation activities should be considered preliminary investigations. Complete the “Preliminary Investigations” section of the project’s Environmental Prospectus and list required environmental clearances, approvals, or permits in the NEPA documentation as described in Section 418 of the ODOT NEPA Manual. 
         Total Score < 5 Yes or No - If the total score is less than 5 in either column, please coordinate with ODOT NEPA Program staff to determine how to categorize the early investigation activities and apply the procedural requirements of NEPA and related laws and authorities.   
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