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[DRAFT] Guidance for Completing the ODOT-FHWA Advanced Investigations (AI) NEPA Form
Background Information 
As per ODOT Technical Bulletin “Advanced Investigations Process and Procedures”, “some projects have a need for additional Advanced Investigation (AI) in order to reduce the risk of costly and untimely project changes after the Design Acceptance Package (DAP) or during construction to minimize unforeseen extra costs. Design decisions being made early in the design phase must be informed by timely and appropriate information, otherwise it is not reasonable to expect the project to achieve the intended results economically and efficiently. This Bulletin will help improve the accuracy and timeliness of preliminary engineering for specific projects that require advanced testing or investigation to fully define the project scope. Further, AI work is not necessarily a new STIP phase, such as PLANNING, PE, ROW, UTIL, CONST, or OTHER, but a body of work that can be done prior to PE kickoff.” 
This AI NEPA Form is for any FHWA-funded testing or investigation work that will be done prior to, and separately from, any particular STIP project PE phase. The form is for work that will be done during either the PLANNING phase or other PRE-STIP/DRAFT STIP phase and prior to project initiation.
In many cases, the REC will hear from their region project management team that a separate “project” will be kicking off soon that is not planned to be part of any STIP project PE design phase. These “projects” are designed to study various elements of an area where ODOT is eventually planning to build, rebuild, modenize, or make safer existing or new highways and/or highway infrastructure. These separate “projects” are in essence feasibility studies intended to inform the design, scope, and location of an actual STIP transportation project. The actions that comprise these typically “ground-disturbing” studies may include the following (not an exhaustive list):
geotechnical drilling, subsurface boring, and/or other geological/geotechnical explorationsplacing piezometers in the ground to measure soil movement, soil moisture changes, water levels, etc.investigations to determine unstable slopes or liquefiable/compressible soilsinvestigations for hazardous materials sitesadvanced wetlands investigations and/or delineations
To determine if a REC should use this form for advanced investigations studies, follow the steps below:
1.         Ask the project leader, planner, or other AI work lead if the AI work is indeed separate from a STIP project planned for construction. Get confirmation on the following:
a.         Does the AI work have its own key number?
b.         If no key number is assigned to the AI work, does the schedule for the AI work overlap the PE phase of any STIP project planned for construction that the AI work's purpose is to inform?
c.         If the AI work has a kickoff meeting, is additional PE-level design included in the AI work scope?
d.         Is the intent of the AI work scope to be combined with a STIP project planned for construction?
2.         Once the AI work is confirmed to be a separate project, not planned for PE or construction (but instead planned to inform the design, scope, and location of a future STIP project planned for construction, complete this AI NEPA Form as per the procedures herein and on the form.
This “AI NEPA Form” is for any FHWA-nexus testing or investigation work scheduled to occur prior to, and separate from, any ODOT STIP project Preliminary Engineering (“PE”) phase.
Section 1: Advanced Investigations CE Determination
A.                  The Advanced Investigations (AI) activities described above meet the categorical exclusion (CE) activity described in 23 CFR 771.117(c)(24): Localized geotechnical and other investigation to provide information for preliminary design and for environmental analysis and permitting purposes, such as drilling test bores for soil sampling; archaeological investigations for archaeology resources assessment or similar survey; and wetland surveys.
B.                  The Advanced Investigations activities meet the definitions of a categorical exclusion as defined in 23 CFR 771.117(a). The activities described above:
a.         do not induce significant impacts to planned growth or land use for the area;
b.         do not require the relocation of significant numbers of people;
c.         do not have a significant impact on any natural, cultural, recreational, historic or other resources;
d.         do not involve significant air, noise, or water quality impacts;
e.         do not have significant impacts on travel patterns; or
f.         do not otherwise, either individually or cumulatively, have any significant environmental impacts.
C.         Independent Utility and Logical Termini: The Advanced Investigations activities comply with NEPA requirements related to connected actions and segmentation (i.e. the project must have independent utility, connect logical termini when applicable, be usable and be a reasonable expenditure even if no additional transportation improvements in the area are made and not restrict further consideration of alternatives for other reasonably foreseeable transportation improvements). (FHWA Final Rule, "Background," Federal Register Vol. 79, No. 8, January 13, 2014.)
D.          Exceptions to Categorical Exclusions/Unusual Circumstances (23 CFR 771.117[b]).
FHWA regulation 23 CFR 771.117(b) provides that any action which normally would be classified as a CE but could involve unusual circumstances requires the Department to conduct appropriate environmental studies to determine if the CE classification is proper.
The project does not include unusual circumstances that involve:
-         Significant environmental impacts;
-         Substantial controversy on environmental grounds;
-         Significant impact on properties protected by section 4(f) of the DOT Act or section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act; or
- Inconsistencies with any Federal, State, or local law, requirement or administrative determination relating  to the environmental aspects of the action.
Section 2: Advanced Investigations Supporting Environmental Compliance
A.          Section 106 compliance via ODOT's Programmatic Agreement
Select the appropriate Project Level Finding(s) and enter the date(s); separate Historic and Archaeology as needed:
B.        Endangered Species Act via ODOT's Programmatic Agreement
Select the appropriate ESA effects determination(s) and attach all relevant documentation:
C.         Other Relevant Clearances, Approvals, or Permits 
(i.e., Section 404 permit, fish passage, hazmat, OPRD Section 6(f) temporary non-conforming use coordination, etc.):
Section 3: Advanced Investigations CE Approval and Certification
“ODOT certifies this Advanced Investigations project meets the requirements of a FHWA Categorical Exclusion pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act listed in 23 CFR 771.117(c)(24)”
ODOT Preparer
 (ODOT Region Environmental Coordinator Signature and Date)
Signature
ODOT Approver
 (ODOT Reviewer Signature and Date)
Signature
Upon completion, upload this form (along with the required Project Vicinity Map) to the appropriate ProjectWise Environmental file location.
For questions regarding preparation of this Advanced Investigations NEPA form, contact NEPA program staff
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