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Overview
• Purpose

• Key Rule Section review

• Public comment summary

• Draft Hazard Map comment summary

• Department’s Recommendation to the Board



Senate Bill 80 (2023)
• Largely composed trends and issues identified from 2022 public 

comments and the original appeals process.
• Statutory changes:

• Identified purpose of the map
• Inform Oregon residents and property owners about their wildfire exposure by providing 

transparent and science-based information.
• Assist in prioritizing fire-adaption resources and funding for the most vulnerable locations.
• To Identify where defensible space standards and home hardening codes will apply.

• Change 5 “risk” classes to 3 “hazard classes”
• Changed who receives notification letters
• Requires a robust community engagement process
• Changed the appeals process from Department designed to a contested 

case hearing



Rule Section Review
• Agency Procedural Rules – OAR 629-001-0000 to 0057

• Modified to reflect inclusion of the hazard map as a contested case, and alignment with 
changes to the Administrative Procedures Act throughout.

• Wildfire Hazard Rating – OAR 629-044-1021
• Modified to reflect 3 classes.

• Irrigated Agriculture – OAR 629-044-1026
• Added rule directing OSU to consider adjustments for areas identified as irrigated 

agriculture.

• Notifications – OAR 629-044-1031
• Notifications required for tax lots in high hazard and the wildland-urban interface.

• Appeals – OAR 629-044-1041
• Modified to reflect the process change to a contested case hearing.



Irrigated Agriculture Scale



OAR Public Comment Summary
• The Department conducted three virtual hearings on the administrative rules.

• 112 comments received
• 25 verbal
• 87 written

• Rule specific comments:
• 629-001-0000 – Regarding the removal of listed entities to notify for rulemaking.
• 629-044-1026 – Comments supported alignment of any irrigated agriculture considerations with 

current water rights law. Additional comments were made regarding data sources to consider.

• Additional comments were received outside of the scope of the proposed rules, consisting of mitigation 
credit, federal land management, government overreach, insurance, property values, buying and 
selling of homes, development concerns, and statewide removal of local adoption of higher standards.



Draft Hazard Comment Summary
• Draft Wildfire Hazard Map uploaded to the Oregon Explorer

• Approximately 2000 comments received

• Key Concerns
• Insurance – 37%
• Already a Firewise Community – 18%
• Defensible Space/Building Code comments – 18%
• Irrigation – 17%
• Home value effects – 11%
• Federal Land Management – 10%



Oregon’s insurance market
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Agency partners



2024 Wildfire Hazard Map Timeline



Recommendation
The Board directs the Department to proceed with the 
promulgation of the proposed rules and rules changes in 
September 2024, as presented in the draft rule language 
for Chapter 629, Division 01 and Division 44.



Questions?
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  100,284 tax lots are in the WUI 
and High Hazard under the 
updated fire hazard data

 Approximately 6% of all tax lots 
in Oregon
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