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Overview

• Senate Bill 80 (2023) modifications

• Wildfire Programs outreach and coordination

• Irrigated Agriculture

• Key Rule Section review

• Impact summary

• Implementation Timeline

• Department’s Recommendation to the Board

• Next Steps



Agency partners



Senate Bill 80 (2023)
• Largely composed trends and issues identified from public comments 

and the original appeals process.

• Statutory changes:
• Identified purpose of the map

• Inform Oregon residents and property owners about their wildfire exposure by providing 
transparent and science-based information.

• Assist in prioritizing fire-adaption resources and funding for the most vulnerable locations.

• To Identify where defensible space standards and home hardening codes will apply.

• Change 5 “risk” classes to 3 “hazard classes”

• Changed who receives notification letters

• Requires a robust community engagement process

• Changed the appeals process from Department designed to a contested 

case hearing



Fall County meetings



KNOWN MODIFICATIONS 
IN RESPONSE TO 

PUBLIC FEEDBACK

➢  Adjusted fire modeling in 
specific hay and pasturelands

➢ Adjusted fire modeling in north 
Cascades



EXTENT OF CROPLAND 
IRRIGATED AT LEAST 

ONE IN FIVE YEARS

➢ 2,727,540 acres of croplands 
were irrigated in at least one year 
(2017 – 2021). 

➢ 370,203 acres (14%) of which are in 
the WUI

Irrigated Agriculture



SPATIAL EXTENT OF 
IRRIGATED 

AGRICULTURE

Irrigated Agriculture



SPATIAL EXTENT OF 
IRRIGATED 

AGRICULTURE

Number of  Tax Lots in 

High Hazard

Scenario Statewide
Within WUI 

Only

BEFORE adjusting irrigated 

fields
164,369 104,521

AFTER adjusting irrigated fields 159,314 100,284

Difference 5,055 4,237

➢Recommended adjustments for 
irrigated agriculture will cause 
4,240 additional to no longer be 
subject to defensible space and 
fire hardening code

Irrigated Agriculture



Rule Section Review cont.

• Agency Procedural Rules
• Modified to reflect inclusion of the hazard map as a contested case, and 

alignment with changes to the Administrative Procedures Act throughout.

• Wildfire Hazard Rating
• Modified to reflect 3 classes.

• Notifications
• Notifications required for tax lots in high hazard and the wildland-urban 

interface.

• Appeals
• Modified to reflect the process change.



SPATIAL EXTENT OF 
IRRIGATED 

AGRICULTURE

➢ 75% of tax lots in the WUI that 
dropped from high hazard are in 
three counties: Jackson, Hood 
River and Deschutes County

County
# Tax Lots in WUI  Removed 

from High Hazard 

Percent of All Tax Lots in WUI 

Removed from High Hazard
Jackson 1224 28%

Hood River 1015 24%
Deschutes 956 22%
Josephine 363 8%

Wasco 155 4%
Umatilla 150 3%
Malheur 105 2%

Union 77 2%
Douglas 52 1%
Wallowa 44 1%

Baker 30 1%
Sherman 24 1%

Lane 19 0%
Crook 18 0%

Klamath 16 0%
Morrow 12 0%

Curry 11 0%
Gilliam 11 0%
Grant 9 0%

Harney 8 0%
Clackamas 3 0%
Jefferson 3 0%

Lake 1 0%
Wheeler 1 0%



POTENTIAL DRAFT 
HAZARD MAP

➢  164,369 tax lots in High Hazard

High Hazard

Moderate Hazard

Low Hazard

WUI



➢  100,284 tax lots are in the WUI 
and High Hazard under the 
updated fire hazard data

➢ Approximately 6% of all tax lots 
in Oregon

NUMBER OF TAX LOTS 
MEETING DUAL 

CRITERIA

WUIHigh Hazard Tax Lot intersecting WUI



2024 Wildfire Hazard Map Timeline



Board Decision



Recommendation

The Board directs the Department to proceed with the 
public hearing process and return in September 2024 
with the final rule language for Chapter 629, Division 01 
and 44.



Questions?
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