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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Foster Care in Oregon 

This document is intended to assist Foster Care Points of Contact in guiding their district to make the best decisions for students in Foster Care. This document and the answers to these questions can also be found on the ODE Foster Care website. 

Navigation:
The Table of Contents has clickable links to the information. Information is categorized by subject. If there is a subject you are looking for that is not included on this document, please let us know at FosterCare@ode.oregon.gov so that we can conduct research and add it. 

Accessibility:
Q stands for Question, and A stands for Answer throughout the document when isolated at the beginning of a sentence. Links are live and will open your browser to the specified website. For translations of this document, reach out to FosterCare@ode.oregon.gov. 

Hot Topics in this Document:
· School/District of Origin
· Transportation
· Best Interest Findings
· Enrollment and Other Rights
· Identification & Eligibility
· Policy
· Educational Services
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Q: Is there a guideline to assist school districts in the allocation amount of FTE for the Foster Care Point of Contact position?
A: ODE and ODHS do not provide any guidance regarding the FTE a school district should allocate for the Foster Care Point of Contact position. This is an allocation each school district will need to determine based on need.

Q: Does each district have a Foster Care Point of Contact (FCPC)? 
A: Yes, each school district in Oregon is required to have a Foster Care Point of Contact and keep that information current with the Oregon Department of Education. The ODE FCPC list is posted on the Foster Care webpage, along with a form to submit updated information. 

Q: Does the Department of Human Services have a corresponding Point of Contact list? 	
A: No, at this time there is not a specific education liaison list. Contact the ODHS district offices for caseworker contact information.
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Q: A school provides our homeless preschoolers transportation to non-public preschools as the School/District of Origin. Are they also obligated to provide transportation for preschool foster care students?
A: ESSA School District of Origin Transportation only applies for children attending preschools run by a school district. It does not apply to Head Start, Migrant Preschools, or private preschools. Under these circumstances, the School District of Origin would not provide transportation to and from these preschools, even when a Juvenile Court has made a determination for the student to attend preschool in the area where the Foster Home is located. The exception to this rule applies when the child receives special education services and the child has specialized transportation on their Individual Family Service Plan. In these cases the school district where the student is living would be responsible for providing special education transportation.

Q: It is my understanding that Head Start programs are not funded by LEA. Is School District of Origin Transportation required for these students?
A: Head Start Programs are not provided by Public School Districts. So, they don’t fall under the ESSA regulations. If an LEA offers a public preschool education, an LEA must meet the Title I requirements for children in foster care in preschool, including ensuring that a child in foster care remains in his or her preschool/District of Origin, unless a Best Interest determination is made that it is not in the child’s best interest. (See ESEA section 1111(g)(1)(E)).

Q: A caseworker contacted the district about an incoming kindergartner. The Resource parent (grandma) lives in School District A, but the caseworker is wanting the child to go to a school in School District B, as it would be a better fit for the student. The caseworker would also be requesting transportation. Which district should the student be enrolled in?
A: Generally, the student should enroll in the neighborhood school where the Resource home is located, and this district would also provide transportation. If the student has siblings attending School District B, however, it may be reasonable to have the student attend the same district as the rest of their family. It is important to consider the broader circumstances of the case and approach it with a collaborative mindset to ensure the student does not experience any delays in attendance or gaps in services.
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Q: What is the responsibility of the School/District of Origin regarding transportation of foster students while transitioning back home with a parent?
A: Transportation can only be provided while the student remains in ODHS Child Welfare custody. When students are returned home mid-school year, several factors need to be considered. How long does ODHS plan to maintain custody? Would the parent be able to transport when custody ends? Is there a natural transition time where it makes sense for the child to enroll in the school of residence? Even though ESSA mandates end, when children are returned to their parents, best practice would be to have the child continue in the school, until a natural transition to a new school can occur. For this reason, we will pay for transportation, but once ODHS no longer has custody the transportation would be the responsibility of the parent.

Q: We’ve had a safety plan in place for one year, is that normal?
A: CPS investigation sometimes constitutes a safety plan. Informal plans sometimes stay in place, investigation doesn’t usually last that long. It is helpful to remain in contact with the involved caseworker(s) to stay updated on how the progression of the case does or does not impact the student’s status and eligibility for support under ESSA.
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Q: What happens when a student is in their “School/District of Origin,” but the IEP determines a different school or educational setting is more appropriate to meet the child’s special education needs?
A: The school district of origin is responsible for providing a continuum of special education services. In the case when a student in foster care is eligible for special education services, the IEP team will determine the appropriate special education placement. If this special education placement is in a different school or school district, a Best Interest Finding from the Juvenile Court would not be necessary to make the school placement. The IEP team will be made up of the Resource parent, special education teacher, special education specialist, content area teacher/grade level teacher, building and/or district level administrator, and when available the ODHS caseworker. If the IEP team is making the placement, transportation should be a consideration made by this team. If it is determined to be needed, transportation should be coordinated and funded via Special Education channels rather than Foster Care School/District of Origin Transportation.

Q: What happens when a Best Interest Finding is made for a student eligible for special education services?
A: If a court determines that it is no longer in the student’s best interest to attend their School/District of Origin, a Best Interest Finding would take place to allow the caseworker to enroll the student in a new school. Per ESSA, this new school must enroll the student immediately and appropriately; this is the same for all students in foster care, regardless of the presence of an IEP. If the student does have an IEP, the enrolling school will be responsible for determining the need for a new IEP, providing IEP services, and making school placement decisions if/when applicable. If a new IEP is needed, the enrolling school should continue to serve the student in accordance with their existing IEP. The absence of an IEP upon enrollment, or the need for a new IEP should not impede the student’s right to immediate enrollment under ESSA.

Q: Do students in foster care qualify for additional support related to graduation requirements?
A: Foster care students transfer frequently. These changes, especially in high school, can become a barrier to graduation. The Oregon Diploma (24 credits) may be used for foster cares students instead of each individual district’s requirements which many times are 26 or 27 credits with specific district course requirements. Additionally, districts are encouraged to be flexible when examining the credits a foster care student has earned in another district.
Q: Do students in foster care qualify for additional consideration with regard to interdistrict transfers?
A: Yes; Involvement in the foster care system is classified as a hardship for which transfer requests are to receive special consideration. Please ensure your district’s other policies related to transfers align with federal guidance and protections for students in foster care.
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Q: Has there been a rule change to allow ODHS Caseworkers to act as the surrogate parent for Special Education purposes? Several ODHS Caseworkers are indicating to us that they can sign for all educational purposes.
A: No, caseworkers sometimes get confused because they are the legal guardian who signs for all other parts of a child’s life. When children are in foster care, the Resource parent will act as the parent for educational purposes, unless a surrogate parent has been assigned. See the definition of “parent” below:
· OAR 581-015-2000 – Definition of Parent

Q: Can schools/districts recover administrative costs?
A: Yes, by using established mileage rates along with any costs associated with employee salary/pay.

Q: How do I indicate on an invoice when a student experiences multiple Resource home placements during a particular time period?
A: If a student experiences placement in more than one foster residence and requires transportation to the School/District of Origin, use multiple lines on the invoice for same student, altering the dates of Service Start and End date as well as the mileage/cost data that pertains to that route and mode of transport.

Q: Is the tracking on a school calendar, the budget year, or the calendar year?
A: It is based upon the school year, from July 1st to June 30th annually.
Q: How do we track students that have 504 or IEP needs?
A: The Transportation Request Form allows for this information to be indicated and the IEP attached. The  links provided on the ODE website offer further information in regard to the 504 or IEP.

Q: Will districts be notified that reimbursement has been made?
A: No, reimbursement will be done through the Electronic Grant Management System (EGMS), which can be checked by districts.  No additional notification will be made.

Q: We currently have a transportation company providing transportation for some of our MV & Foster Care students. A service fee and a per-student fee is charged instead of a mileage fee. Can these fees be claimed for reimbursement?
A: Yes


Q: Is there a formula for how to determine costs or can it be provided?
A: Based on the current model for transportation, where school districts are reimbursed for approved costs, we have elected not to establish a definitive formula. A sample formula will be provided (similar to the marginal cost calculation already in rule) when students are added to a bus route. Many students may be transported as individual in type 10, so we want districts to be able to claim the full cost involved. Marginal costs wouldn’t work because it looks at the district wide cost per mile per student. An individual ride would be more expensive.


Q: Can we drop (copy/paste) information into the form? Are the fields requesting our information locked?
A: Yes, you should be able to copy and paste into the fields requesting information as they are not locked on the template.


Q: Does ODE/ODHS expect us to alter our electronic tracking system to accommodate this?
A: The School District of Origin Transportation Request Form you receive from ODHS will have the ODHS person ID number provided to assist in the establishment a transportation plan. This person ID number is important for reimbursement, so please make sure you collect this information from the caseworker.

Q: If the foster parent requests transportation but we don't have the official ODHS form, can we still submit an invoice with the required information?
A: No, the appropriate form can be obtained from the ODHS caseworker. Not only do you need to know the ODHS person ID number located on this form, but there is also critically important contact information on this form along with information on special education, behavior, and health information. You cannot submit a claim for reimbursement without the ODHS person ID number.


Q: Should we plan to use the ODE rate for mileage unless there is an extraordinary cost for some reason?
A: No, the mileage rate per mile may not be an appropriate method to establish how much it costs to transport a student on a bus or other transportation modes (van, cab, etc.).


Q: There may be multiple line entries per student if placements change, which may also change the mileage and route. Is this okay so long as the service dates are different?
A: Yes, we anticipate that some students will have multiple lines of the form due to change of placement.



Q: How does an LEA submit claims on EGMS?
A: Oregon’s Electronic Grant Management Systems (EGMS) webpage includes an Application User Guide and EGMS Access Request form. If you have additional questions, you may contact ode.egms@ode.oregon.gov.
All LEAs and agencies will submit claims electronically when they wish to request funds for sub-grants issued by ODE. For EGMS purposes, people who submit claims are identified as Claim Administrator(s). Each LEA or agency must identify their Claim Administrator(s) so the Web-Claims feature will appear on their menu when they log in. 
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Q: Does ESSA Educational Stability apply to all ODHS foster care students? 
A: ESSA foster care applies only to children placed in foster care by Oregon Department of Human Services (ODHS) Child Welfare. There are many other types of foster care (i.e. Oregon Developmental Disabilities Services Foster Care, ODHS Custody without placement, ODHS Involvement without custody, or Oregon Youth Authority Custody), so it is important to determine the precise type of placement.

Q: Does the Abbreviated School Day Notice and Acknowledgement (ORS 343.161) need to be signed by the foster parent?
A: Yes, Foster parents must be notified and, if at all possible, included in the planning of an abbreviated school day.

Q: Which students fall under the Non-Regulatory Guidance: Ensuring the Educational Stability for Children in Foster Care requirements?
A: These stability provisions apply to students in ODHS Child Welfare and tribal care and custody. In ESSA, “foster care” means 24-hour substitute care for children placed away from their parents or guardians and for whom the child welfare agency has placement and care responsibility. This includes but is not limited to, placements in Resource family homes, Resource homes of relatives, group homes, emergency shelters, residential facilities, childcare institutions, and pre-adoptive homes.

Q: What responsibilities do we have related to disclosing information to individuals working with the foster care student?
A: SB 905 provides information on this topic. Also be mindful of policies related to confidentiality, exchanging records, and Child Welfare Investigations on school property, and how these policies relate to this specific group of students.	Comment by ARBUCKLE Sarah * ODE: Add language here

Q: Do the ESSA provisions apply to preschool-aged children in foster care? 
A: ESSA foster care provisions apply only when the preschool is considered a school district program. 
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Q: What is a Best Interest Finding and when is it necessary?
A: Best Interest Findings are ONLY required when it is determined a student should no longer attend their School/District of Origin. The child must remain in their School/District of Origin until the court approves the finding.

Q: How is the school/district made aware of a Best Interest Finding? Should we request a copy of the Best Interest Finding document itself?
A: There is a section of the School Notification Form that indicates whether or not a BIF has taken place. This should be considered sufficient proof of the presence of a BIF. Since the BIF document is a court order, it contains highly sensitive information about the student and their family. Consequently, it may not be appropriate for the caseworker to share this information with the school/district.

Q: Can a best interest be made for a school or district outside the school district of origin or the district of residence?
A: Generally-speaking, a Best Interest Finding results in a foster student moving from their school/district of origin to their school/district of residence. There are unique circumstances, however, where the student will enroll at a neighboring school. This may be a result of disciplinary intervention, past enrollment, or other student-specific factors. To determine whether an Inter-district Transfer would be needed, how transportation will be coordinated if needed, etc., contact the ODE Foster Care State Coordinator for guidance. To preserve educational stability and remain in compliance with Immediate Enrollment rights under ESSA, please do not delay enrollment or otherwise allow the student’s attendance to be disrupted while guidance is being sought.

Q: Should school staff be involved in Best Interest Findings?
A: Best practice indicates that school staff should be considered an integral part of the decision. While school staff are not party to the court decision, their input should be included if at all possible. It should be noted that there are times when a caseworker must make an emergency Best Interest Finding request and school staff may not be advised or consulted. The most appropriate way for school staff to contribute to this decision is by putting their input in writing and giving it to the caseworker to present to the court.

Q: Is there a timeline for caseworkers to make the Best Interest Finding? 
A: The timing of Best Interest Findings depends on the availability and schedule of the juvenile court, the ability of the caseworker and Resource family to make relevant transition plans, and many other factors. Keep in mind that small gaps may occur between the time that a BIF decision is made in the court, and when the BIF document itself is formalized. Please work in collaboration with the caseworker and Resource family to minimize delays to the student’s attendance in these cases.
Q: Is a Best Interest Finding needed when there is a change in a foster child’s living arrangement, but not the school setting?
A: No, the Best Interest Finding is ONLY necessary when a foster care student will no longer be attending their School/District of Origin. However, a school notification is required with the new living arrangement information.

Q: Does a child stay in their School/District of Origin while the best interest finding is being made?
A: Yes; a child remains in their School/District of Origin during the determination process.

Q: Is a Best Interest Finding always needed for a student to attend the school/district in which they are living instead of their School/District of Origin?
A: Yes, however, the exceptions to this process are as follows:
· When a student is in foster care prior to reaching school aged. Once they become school-aged, the School/District of Origin would be the school/school district in which the foster care residence is located.
· When a student enters foster care and has not been attending school for a significant period of time and is not enrolled in a school, the School/District of Origin can be the school/school district in which the foster care residence is located.
· When a student is placed in foster care from out of state, the Oregon laws apply once they are living in Oregon. The School/District of Origin would be the school/district in which the Oregon foster care residence is located.

Q: Does a Best Interest Finding say what specific school/district the student should attend?
A: A Best Interest Finding determines whether or not it is in the student’s best interest to continue attending their School/District of Origin. As such, it will not explicitly state that the student shall attend a particular school/district by name. It should be noted, however, that the decision is made using information presented to the court by the Resource parent, caseworker, and other involved parties. Typically, this means that the presiding judge has a particular school/district “in mind” when making the BIF decision, based on the identified needs of the student. Should circumstances change and the student need to enroll in a school/district other than the one discussed in these proceedings, it would be expected that the caseworker pursues another BIF.	Comment by MAGILL Marlie * ODE: I'll double check with Catherine to make sure I got this right
Due to the complexity of these cases, please remain in communication with the caseworker and Resource family, and work in collaboration with them to ensure the student’s needs are being met. These may include immediate enrollment, free/reduced lunch, transportation, timely needs assessments, and other services.
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Q: Should students in foster care remain in their School/District of Origin?
A: Yes; this is the basic premise of educational stability.

Q: How long does a foster care student remain in their School/District of Origin?
A: A foster care student remains in their School/District of Origin until there is a Best Interest Finding or until the child is no longer in ODHS Child Welfare custody or has graduated.

Q.: What happens if a child is placed in a foster care home outside of their district of origin?
A: ESSA requires that a student placed outside their district be allowed to continue attending their School/District of Origin (the school they were attending before being placed in foster care). Transportation would need to be arranged between their residence and School/District of Origin.

Q: A student is attending their School/District of Origin, which is also the school in the neighborhood where the Resource parents live; however, they ‘re planning a move to another school district. Would the student stay in the current school or move to the school within the boundaries of the Resource parent’s new home?
A: The student’s School/District of Origin will remain the same school they are currently attending. If the plan were to have the student go to school in the new school district, a Best Interest Finding from the Juvenile Court would need to be obtained before the school placement could change.

Q: A student is placed into ODHS Child Welfare Foster Care but has not attended school for the last two years and has no current school enrollment. What is the student’s School/District of Origin?
A: If the student has no clear School/District of Origin due to non-attendance, the student can be enrolled in the school within the boundaries where the Resource parent lives, which will then become the School/District of Origin.

Q: If a student is placed into ODHS Child Welfare Foster Home outside of their School District boundaries, what is the School District of Origin for this student when they enter kindergarten?
A: This student should be enrolled in the school/district where the Resource home is located. This will become the student’s School/District of Origin. This School District will be responsible for School District of Origin Transportation (if needed), as well as any necessary Special Education services.

Q: What are classroom teachers allowed to know regarding their students navigating foster care? What are they not allowed to know? What should they know?
A: If this information is shown in your data system (such as Synergy,) it would be more broadly available. If not though, it is typically shared on more of an “as-needed” basis. Generally-speaking, the information they should be aware of should be limited to what is relevant to the needs of the student. 

Q: Who is allowed to (or restricted from) seeing custody status among additional school (and/or district) staff?
A: Front office staff are usually privy, as are counselors or school psychologists/social workers, and the student’s IEP team if applicable. The transportation department will be a primary contact as well, if the student needs these services. If your school has an Academic Success Coach, or other person who assists students in completing FAFSA and scholarship applications, it may be beneficial for them to know as well so they can inform the student of opportunities for which they may be uniquely eligible. At that age though, the student themselves would probably be the primary touch-point to determine if that info should be shared. As the Point of Contact/Liaison, it would be beneficial to connect with the student on this and let them know that, if they would like, you can inform relevant advocates of their custodial status so they can stay informed.

Q: How do other districts enroll/alert schools to students labeled as foster students? 
A: When a district is informed of a student’s foster care status via an ODHS School Notification Form, this information is typically indicated in the student data system. It may also be indicated in a student’s “file,” depending on how that information is tracked for all students. A School Notification Form is supposed to be sent at the beginning of each school year, and also whenever there is a change in enrollment. It is my understanding that, since a Best Interest Finding is needed to move students between schools, this would be the primary way that a new district would be informed that a student is in foster care upon their enrollment if it happens in the middle of the school year. Because the BIFs are court orders that, at times, include sensitive information, the BIF documents themselves are not always shared with the school. There is a checkmark on the School Notification Form, however, indicating a BIF took place.
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Q: Does a biological parent have rights to the student information if they contact the school for educational information (grades, attendance, etc.)? 
A: Yes, although the foster parent is the decision maker for the child and legal custodial “parent” during the foster care placement, biological parents can request educational information about their child. However, biological parents should NOT have online access to their student’s information. These requests should be limited to grades and attendance, with authorized staff trained to mail or email the information without including any student or foster parent information. 
· EXCEPTION: If the court order terminates or limits the biological parent’s rights, including education.  In these cases, NO CONTACT is allowed between the parent and school or the school and the parent.  
· BEST PRACTICE: Schools can refer the parents to the caseworker to obtain educational updates. Parents receive that information from the caseworker during check-ins, visitations, and court hearings/proceedings.  

Q: Who is responsible for education during a CPS investigation?
A: The child remains in their school during the investigation. It is the responsibility of ODHS and the temporary guardians to provide transportation to and from their school.

Q: Has the law changed on the investigation of child abuse conducted on school premises?
A: Yes, Oregon School Board Sample Policy: Abuse of a Child Investigation Conducted on District Premises JHFE-AR (2)
The Department of Human Services or a law enforcement agency has the authority to conduct an investigation of a report of child abuse on school premises according to Oregon Revised Statute (ORS) 419B.045. The school administrator must be notified that the investigation is to take place, unless the administrator is a subject of the investigation. The investigator is not required to reveal information about the investigation to the school as a condition of conducting the investigation. Please note that ODHS and Law Enforcement Agencies, and District Attorneys have developed a new process.
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Q: How will districts be notified regarding which students are in foster care?
A: The ODHS School Notification form is the official document notifying the district FCPC of the enrollment of a foster care student. District FCPCs should distribute the School Notification information to a building level registrar to immediately enroll the student.  

Q: When should we receive School Notification Forms?
A: ODHS caseworkers receive guidance at the beginning of the school year that instructs them on the proper communication process for notifying districts of students’ custodial status. Generally-speaking, they will provide the School Notification Forms upon enrollment, either at the beginning of the school year or whenever the student is enrolling in a new school. If there have been delays in this communication, reaching out to your local ODHS office to make verifications may be beneficial.

Q: I am new to this position, and I am not certain I have a complete list of students in our district who are in Foster Care. Who do I contact to make sure our list is accurate?
A: We don't currently have a data sharing agreement for lists but are working on it. Students may come from various branches around the state, so branches don't necessarily have a list. While these longer-term solutions are being pursued, you will want to establish the most consistent and strong lines of communication possible with your local ODHS office. You will also want to ensure your district staff are trained on what School Notifications are, how to route them to you, etc.

Q: Is ODHS responsible for notifying us of changes to students’ custodial status?
A: Yes, ODHS does hold ultimate responsibility for informing FCPCs when a student’s custodial status changes. This may be information you learn from other sources, such as Resource parents, bio-parents, or the student themselves, but you will always want to confirm this with ODHS to ensure the information you have received is accurate.
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Q: Can a district withhold records and transcripts due to unpaid fines or fees?
A: No, when a school or district receives an official records request, it may not withhold records due to unpaid fines or fees. There is a five-day maximum for a school to request and/or send foster care records.

Q: Does the school district Nutrition services need a copy of the School Notification Form to enroll the student into the school nutrition program?
A: No, students are automatically eligible and enrolled into the state School Nutrition program by ODHS.  

Q: What does it mean for students to be immediately enrolled in a new school?
A: Prompt attendance in a new school is important to prevent educational discontinuity. If possible, a student in foster care should be enrolled within a day or two of the caseworker or Resource parent initiating enrollment. Federal guidance calls upon enrolling schools to “ensure that children in foster care are regularly attending and fully participating in school and that their educational needs are being met.” This may include providing transportation, timely needs assessments, or other support services. 

Additionally, enrollment must not be denied or delayed for any population of students (e.g., justice-involved youth in foster care, students with disabilities receiving special education and related services, or English Language Learners receiving language services) because documents normally required for enrollment have not been provided. It is recommended that the district review all policies and procedures that may include barriers that prevent a foster care student from being immediately enrolled.
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Q: Who is responsible for paying for the School/District of Origin transportation?
A: In Oregon, districts are reimbursed for School/District of Origin transportation. The reimbursement is provided by ODE and ODHS. ODHS caseworkers may provide very short-term transportation while a route or plan is being developed by the school/district, but this is not a long-term solution.

Q: Is there a timeline for developing and implementing a foster student’s transportation plan?
A: While there is no requirement for developing and implementing a transportation plan, it is essential this happens as quickly as possible. 

Q: What if we do not have any students in foster care in our district? How will we develop a transportation plan if/when we do get a foster care student?
A: Even if you do not have any students in foster care in your district at this time, your district should have a general plan for how you would coordinate transportation services for a foster student if requested. This plan should be clearly documented, and district staff should be familiar with it. This plan is a requirement under ESEA Federal Programs Monitoring.

Q: Who notifies whom when a student in foster care needs transportation established?
A: ODHS will notify the Foster Care Point of Contact and submit a Transportation Request Form.

Q: What types of transportation are allowable and reimbursable?
A: A variety of transportation may be used; school bus, school vans, public transportation, and foster care family transportation. 

Q: A foster care student within one school boundary needs to be transported to day treatment in another school district. Which is the School/District of Origin?
A: The School/District of Origin is the one the student resides in; therefore, they are responsible for transportation. 

Q: A foster care student is signed up for virtual school, but is having trouble accessing the content. They are able to attend a supervised learning center for internet access, but the Resource parent does not have transportation. Is mileage reimbursable available for the person providing transportation outside of ‘School/District of Origin’? If so, at what percentage? 
A: Yes, transportation is reimbursed at 100%. The school district will need to submit it with their quarterly invoice to ODE. The school district will then be reimbursed.  
Q: A student is in residential treatment and enrolled in their school program with a district. However, they are being placed with a family outside of her School/District of Origin (school when placed in FC and Treatment). Does the student need to be enrolled in the new District of Residence, or is her primary School/District of Origin responsible to provide transportation?
A: The district that the student was enrolled in at the time of foster care placement remains the School/District of Origin until a Best Interest Determination is completed. Transportation would need to be provided from the new placement home to the School/District of Origin.

Q: Could there be additional costs in providing transportation to a foster care student?
A: Yes, depending on the situation there may be additional costs.  For example, a child’s IEP or foster care team may deem it necessary to have another adult (besides the driver) accompany the child. This would be allowed.

Q: If a school is offering summer school for credit recovery, and a foster family would like their foster student to participate, does the School District of Origin need to provide transportation to this service?
A: LEA must ensure that students in ODHS Child Welfare have equal opportunities to meaningfully participate in all educational programming, as well as curricular and extracurricular activities. If the student needs transportation to participate in these activities, then the School District of Origin needs to provide this transportation.

Q: Does the district “walking distance” guidance apply to foster care students?
A: This should be decided on a case-by-case basis. There may be some situations in which a foster care student is not safe (physically or emotionally) to walk to school. The caseworker would indicate this to the FCPC so that transportation can be arranged.

Q: If a district does not provide transportation to children who are not in foster care, is it required to transport children in foster care to their School/District of Origin?
A: Yes, the district is responsible for providing transportation.

Q: Are districts required to provide transportation to and from extracurricular activities?
A: Yes, we want our Foster Care students to access a full range of school activities. If the Foster Parents are unwilling or unable to provide transportation to/from school activities and sports, the school district must provide this transportation. Transportation could be provided by a bus or reimbursement to foster parents. Transportation could be provided by other individuals, but these individuals would need to meet the background check required for bus drivers or other school staff. The cost of this transportation could be reimbursed by the School District of Origin Transportation Reimbursement Process.

Q: Do School Districts provide School/District of Origin Transportation when a parent is doing a voluntary placement into a ODHS Developmental Disability (DD) Foster home?
A: ESSA provisions only apply to children in Child Welfare Foster Care and Custody. Children placed in DD Foster home, where the parent retains legal custody, attend school where the DD Foster Home is located.

Q: A preschool student in ODHS Child Welfare Foster Care who has an Individual Family Service Plan (IFSP) and needs transportation to their Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE) program. Is School/District of Origin Transportation required in this situation?
A: Early Childhood Special Education programs do not fall under ESSA regulations. In this case, the student would attend an ECSE program in the foster home area. It will be the responsibility of the School District in this area to provide transportation to/from the ECSE as a part of the students IFSP. This transportation is not eligible for School District of Origin Transportation Cost reimbursement.

Q: Do School Districts need to provide transportation to these LTCT programs in the summer for students in ODHS Child Welfare Custody?
A: Yes, School Districts must provide transportation to/from LTCT for all students enrolled in this type of programming.
· OAR 581-015-2574 - Resident District Obligations for Students in Long-Term Care and Treatment (LTCT) Education Programs
Q: Can a city bus pass be provided if it is an appropriate option for the student?
A: Yes; if age, competency, and other factors are accounted for a public transport is determined to be an appropriate option, this may be provided to the student by their School/District of Origin.

Q: Can Resource parents be reimbursed for providing transportation to/from the School/District of Origin?
A: Yes, foster parents can be reimbursed for providing School District of Origin Transportation. This cost can then be reimbursed through the School District of Origin Transportation Reimbursement process.

Q: Does an ODHS caseworker need to submit a School District of Origin Transportation Request form each time the pickup location for the Foster Child changes?
A: Yes, the school district needs to know the foster child’s new address along with any new emergency contact information.

Q: A ODHS Caseworker has requested transportation for a student who attends a Charter School. This is a school in which a parent enrolled the student into a lottery and received a slot to attend. When a student is chosen through the lottery process and given a slot to attend this school, it is with the understanding that the parent will provide transportation to/from the school. Now that the student is in ODHS Child Welfare custody is School District of Origin Transportation required?
A: Yes, to the extent that a charter school is considered an LEA under a State’s charter school law, it must meet the transportation requirements on the same basis as any other LEA. (ESSA Non-Regulatory Guidance #31).




[bookmark: _Toc682059801]Eligibility
Q: Can students be Foster Care and McKinney-Vento eligible simultaneously?
A: Yes, if a student in ODHS care and custody becomes unaccompanied or otherwise loses housing, they may have dual eligibility. In these cases, services like transportation should be coordinated & funded by the Foster Care Program. However, these students may also access services reserved only for McKinney-Vento eligible students.

Q: A student had been in ODHS Child Welfare Foster Care and then became homeless because ODHS placed the child back with a parent on a trial basis. The parent is living in a doubled-up situation, so they are considered homeless. The location where the parent is currently living is well outside the School District of Origin. Who should be setting up and paying for transportation? The School District of Origin or the School District where the parent is currently living?
A. The student’s School District of Origin should continue to provide the educational programming and transportation for this student. Since the student is no longer “in foster care” away from their parents, McKinney-Vento may apply. Check with your ODE McKinney-Vento coordinator when it appears both Foster Care and McKinney-Vento may apply.

Q: What happens once a child exits foster care?
A: ODHS Caseworkers must notify the school district FCPC in writing when ODHS has care and custody of a student granted or dismissed. The school district should identify procedures so that notification is also given to the school in which the student attends. 
Once a child officially exits child welfare custody, the ESSA School/District of Origin and transportation requirements no longer apply. In the case of trial home visit, a time the child lives with parents but remains in the ODHS custody, School/District of Origin and transportation would still be required.
· Trial home visits usually last from 3-6 months.
· Decision makers are encouraged to consider natural transition times (end of semester, beginning or end of school) to exit the child from foster care.

Q: Do students keep foster status for the entire school year even if returned to home or adopted mid year? Once identified if a student is a foster student freshman year but not their junior year. Do students still qualify for graduation adjustments?
A: While McKinney-Vento eligible students maintain this status for the entire school year regardless of changes in their housing situations, students in Foster Care do not continue to receive ESSA-related supports once they leave ODHS care and custody. This happens as soon as their custodial status changes, even if it is part-way through the school year. There are other opportunities they may continue to be eligible for, particularly related to graduation and post-secondary support.
Per ORS 329.451, “A school district or public charter school that requires students to satisfy any requirements not specified by paragraph (a) of this subsection [provision listed in this document] or by rule of the State Board of Education must grant to a student a waiver of the requirements established by the school district or public charter school if the student is or, at any time from grade 9 to 12, was… A foster child, as defined in ORS 30.297…”
Additional resources related to eligibility and post-secondary programs can be found on the Oregon Department of Education : Foster Care webpage 
Q: How do ESSA Foster Care Stability mandates apply to children in Tribal Child Welfare custody? 
A: Children in Tribal or Indian Child Welfare Custody have the same ESSA Foster Care Stability support systems as all children in ODHS Child Welfare Foster Care. The Tribal or Indian Child Welfare Courts make Best Interest Findings in the same manner as Juvenile Courts..

[bookmark: _Toc1202093180]Free and Reduced Lunch / Meals (FRL)
Q: A school’s FRL manager wants placement papers before she will add students to the FRL list, even when the state sends the info. Should the procedure be revised?
A: All foster children qualify automatically for FRL. Foster Care parents are not required to complete the Free and Reduced application. District Nutrition services receives the information directly from ODHS and no further paperwork is necessary. Foster children are categorically eligible for free meal benefits. An application is not needed yet there does need to be documentation of status by a state or local entity familiar with the child's status. However, a change in the regulation states that Foster children may be included in the household application as part of the household size.

Q: Who enters the data for a Foster Child to be enrolled in the free/reduced meal program?
A: Once a ODHS Foster Child is enrolled the Foster Care Point of Contact can share this information with the food service staff. There is no need for the Foster Parent to fill out the Free/Reduced Meals paperwork.  ODHS Child Welfare Foster Care children automatically qualify for Free/Reduced meals.
ORS 339.155 Prohibition of certain fees as condition of admission; allowable fee link 

Q: Not all Foster Parents are accessing free meals for their Foster Students. Would it be allowable for a School District Foster Care Point of Contact to authorize free meals when we learn of students in ODHS Child Welfare Foster Care?
A: Yes, it would be appropriate for School District Foster Care Point of Contacts to authorize free meals.  All students in foster care are eligible for meals at no cost under the School Breakfast Programs as well as the National School Lunch Program.
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