
Supporting All of Oregon’s Students 
Guidance for protecting and upholding the rights of immigrant  

students in Oregon’s K-12 public schools 

 

 

1 
Last Update: February 7, 2025. 

 

The Oregon Department of Education is committed to ensuring all students and their families 

feel safe, valued, and supported. Oregon is home to approximately 184,000 children from 

immigrant families, and schools are often on the front lines, witnessing firsthand the effects of 

heightened immigration enforcement on students and their families. Every student in Oregon 

deserves the chance to receive a high-quality education, free from discrimination or 

harassment based on race, color, religion, gender identity, sex, sexual orientation, disability, or 

national origin, and without fear of violence, racism, or hatred. It is the responsibility of adults 

within the system to protect students, recognize their strengths, and teach in ways that allow 

them to thrive.  

 

Oregon schools must remain compliant with federal and state laws while focusing on our 

primary responsibility: educating children. Our schools do not play a role in immigration 

enforcement. 

Purpose of this Guidance 

This guidance provides school district leaders with: 

● Recommended procedures for responding to actions and requests for information for 

purposes of enforcing immigration laws.  

● Information and resources to support welcoming environments for all students and to 

safeguard the rights and privacy of every student and their family.  

● Information to ensure that school and district policies and practices uphold the civil 

rights of immigrant students and comply with Oregon state laws that prohibit the use of 

state and local resources for immigration enforcement.  

 

Please note: This guidance is based on the most current information as of February 7, 2025.  

Oregon’s Sanctuary Promise Law 

It is against Oregon law for public agencies (including school districts) in the state of Oregon to 

participate in immigration enforcement without a warrant, order, or subpoena issued by a 
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court. In general, requests made by federal immigration authorities1 to state and local law 

enforcement and government agencies regarding immigration enforcement must be 

documented, reported, and denied.  

The term “sanctuary” might be perceived as protection from deportation, and it is important to 

communicate the limitations of the law. Federal immigration authorities like ICE can and do 

operate in Oregon. Oregon's sanctuary laws do not stop deportations or federal prosecutions 

for immigration-related crimes in Oregon.  

Recommendations for School Districts 

How should schools respond if immigration authorities come on campus 
without a judicial warrant or order? 

Do Don’t 

● Stay calm and professional.
● Ask: Who is making the request? What is the

request for?
● Document names, badge numbers, contact

information, purpose of visit, and any
documentation presented.

● Escalate any requests to the principal or
designee to coordinate with district
leadership and legal counsel.

● Report any suspected violations of Oregon’s
sanctuary laws to the Oregon Criminal
Justice Commission Hotline.

● Provide access to any part of the
building or campus not normally
open to the public.

● Release any records or provide
access to students, staff or school 
property not authorized by state
or federal law.

● Allow sharing of student records
or information without parent
consent or a valid legal
order/judicial warrant.

● Allow violations of Oregon’s
Sanctuary laws.

1 ORS 180.805(1)(a) defines a “federal immigration authority” as “the United States Department of 

Homeland Security, the United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement, the United States 

Citizenship and Immigration Services, the United States Customs and Border Protection or a successor 

agency, any other federal immigration agency or official, or any other entity to which a federal 

immigration agency delegates or assigns the authority to detect, investigate or enforce violations of 

immigration law.” 

https://www.doj.state.or.us/oregon-department-of-justice/civil-rights/sanctuary-promise/reporting-sanctuary-promise-violations-to-the-hotline/
https://www.doj.state.or.us/oregon-department-of-justice/civil-rights/sanctuary-promise/reporting-sanctuary-promise-violations-to-the-hotline/
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What are schools prohibited from doing? 

The US Supreme Court has found immigrant students are protected under the Equal Protection 
Clause of the US Constitution. Any restrictions on their access to educational programs based 
on their status may not be lawful. Plyler v. Doe, 457 U.S. 202 (1982). 

Public schools in Oregon may not: 

● Deny admission to a student during initial enrollment or at any other time based on a
student’s citizenship status.

● Treat a student differently to determine residency in the district. Immigration or
citizenship status is not relevant to establishing residency in a school district, and
inquiring about this status in the context of establishing residency is unnecessary and
may have a chilling or discouraging effect on student enrollment.

● Require students or parent(s)/guardian(s) to disclose or document their place of birth or
immigration status.

● Require students to provide social security numbers or birth certificates.
● Make inquiries of students or parent(s)/guardian(s) that may expose their

undocumented status.
● Participate or aid, directly or indirectly, in immigration enforcement activities without a

judicial warrant, order, or subpoena.

Steps for Districts and Schools

What Can District Leaders do? 

● Review relevant policies, procedures, and practices to ensure compliance with state and
federal law. This includes student enrollment practices, release of student records,
school and vicinity access by law and immigration enforcement and other visitors, and
trauma-informed protocols – all essential for creating a welcoming and inclusive
environment that supports student learning.

● Review the Oregon Department of Justice Sanctuary Promise website.

● Review federal guidance on Information on the Rights of All Children to Enroll in School
and FERPA.

● Determine whether to provide district employees, including both administration and
school-level staff, with the necessary training to align with FERPA in protecting student
data and adhering to Oregon Sanctuary Promise laws.

https://www.doj.state.or.us/oregon-department-of-justice/civil-rights/sanctuary-promise/
https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/crt/legacy/2014/05/08/plylerqa.pdf
https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/ferpa
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● Communicate multilingually to students, families, employees, and communities about 
rights, policies, and practices and Oregon’s commitment to providing all students with a 
high-quality public education regardless of national origin, immigration status, or 
documentation status. Consider multiple modes of communication (audio, video, 
translated, written). 

● Consult with local and state community partners to develop, implement, and/or 
strengthen comprehensive networks of support for immigrant students and families. 

● Report any suspected violations of Oregon’s sanctuary laws: Reporting Sanctuary 
Promise Violations to the Hotline - Oregon Department of Justice. 

● Consult with district legal counsel. 

What Can Building Administrators Do? 

In the simplest terms, ensure that every child and family feel welcome at your school. Building 
administrators help set the tone and contribute to the school climate. Recommendations for 
building administrators to support their students specifically related to immigration status are 
listed below:  

● Review and communicate district procedures and policies. 

● Ensure that building staff understand the policies and requirements of the district. In 
addition to technical or procedural trainings, consider training on how to provide a 
welcoming and safe environment by using recommended communication protocols 
when talking to families about attendance, academics, and social and emotional needs. 

● Ensure registration documents do not include questions about place of birth, 
immigration status, or social security numbers, and that families are told they can opt 
out of sharing directory information.  

● Ensure family and emergency contact information is up-to-date for school use. 

● Provide meaningful communication with parent(s)/guardian(s) in a language they 
understand regarding school and district policies, programs, services, and activities. 

● Communicate to families about their rights (regardless of immigration status), connect 
families with community and legal resources, and help families to develop preparation 
plans that include delegation of parental powers.  

● Coordinate with school staff to work with immigrant families to develop plans for 
children’s care in the event they are detained, deported, or otherwise unavailable for 
any period of time. 

https://www.doj.state.or.us/oregon-department-of-justice/civil-rights/sanctuary-promise/reporting-sanctuary-promise-violations-to-the-hotline/
https://www.doj.state.or.us/oregon-department-of-justice/civil-rights/sanctuary-promise/reporting-sanctuary-promise-violations-to-the-hotline/
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● Schools should be flexible and work with families to reduce interruptions in learning. 
Oregon law (ORS 339.065) allows excused absences for illness (including mental or 
behavioral health), emergencies, and other pre-arranged reasons, and allows school 
leaders to make local determinations about excused absences. 

● Check in with staff. School staff may be personally impacted by immigration policies 
and/or experiencing stress, additional workload, and secondary trauma. 

● Offer training modules for educators on recognizing signs of trauma specific to 
migration experiences (e.g., fear of separation, hypervigilance). Integrate restorative 
practices to help students feel safe. 

What Can School Staff Do? 

School staff play a critical role in helping students feel safe and welcome in their school 
buildings. It is important that all staff understand their responsibilities when supporting 
immigrant students. Front office staff, registrars, school nutrition staff, teachers, maintenance 
staff, librarians, instructional assistants, school nurses, counselors, and social workers all 
contribute to ensuring the safety and support of students in their school. The following 
recommendations are geared toward school staff actions: 

● Communicate with families affirming school and district support for immigrant students 
and families. 

● Enroll all students, regardless of immigration or citizenship status, in a timely manner. 

● Collect only data and records required for enrollment purposes and necessary for a 
student to receive educational services, in compliance with state and federal law.  

● Comply with FERPA and do not share protected Personally Identifiable Information (PII) 
for non-educational purposes without appropriate authorization or in any manner that 
violates state or federal law. 

● Ensure family and emergency contact information is up-to-date for school use. 

● Communicate to families about their rights and let them know they may opt out of 
sharing directory information. 

● Provide families with a list of community resources to support families in their 
preparedness plans.  

https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors339.html
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Additional Resources 

School districts may wish to review and consider the following resources, which ODE provides 
here for informational purposes only. 

Oregon’s Sanctuary Promise Law 

● Oregon Department of Justice Sanctuary Community Toolkit and Resources/Videos 

● ORS 180.805(1)(a) defines a federal immigration authority as: 

○ United States Department of Homeland Security | U. S. DHS 
○ United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement | U. S. ICE 
○ United States Citizenship and Immigration Services | U. S. CIS 
○ United States Customs and Border Protections or a successor agency | U.S. CBP 
○ Any other entity or person to which a federal immigration agency gives the 

authority to detect, investigate, or enforce violations of immigration law. 

Resources for Supporting Students Social and Emotional and Mental Health 

● Trauma-Informed Care: Understanding and Addressing the Needs of Unaccompanied 
Children | The National Child Traumatic Stress Network 

● The School Counselor and Working with Students Experiencing Issues Surrounding 
Undocumented Status 

● How to Provide Social-Emotional Support for Immigrant Students | Colorín Colorado 
● Stress Related to Immigration Status in Students: A Brief Guide for Schools 

Data Security and Student Privacy  

● FERPA - Protecting Student Privacy - U.S. Department of Education 
● ODE guidance on Student Records and Policy 
● How to report a FERPA violation complaint 

Resources for Supporting Families 

● Safeguarding Oregon Schools: A Toolkit for Schools and School Districts to Protect 
School Communities Threatened with Immigration Enforcement 

● Red Cards (ILRC) and Word versions in additional languages (Hillsboro SD) 
● How to use your Red Card (ILRC) 
● Family resources for supporting student attendance and engagement (ODE)  
● Latino Network immigration resources (Spanish) 

https://www.doj.state.or.us/oregon-department-of-justice/civil-rights/sanctuary-promise/community-toolkit/
https://www.doj.state.or.us/oregon-department-of-justice/civil-rights/sanctuary-promise/video-audio-and-print-material/
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors180.html
https://www.nctsn.org/resources/trauma-informed-care-understanding-and-addressing-the-needs-of-unaccompanied-children
https://www.nctsn.org/resources/trauma-informed-care-understanding-and-addressing-the-needs-of-unaccompanied-children
https://www.schoolcounselor.org/Standards-Positions/Position-Statements/ASCA-Position-Statements/The-School-Counselor-and-Working-with-Students-(1)#:~:text=School%20counselors%20have%20a%20responsibility,impeding%20student%20development%20and%20achievement
https://www.schoolcounselor.org/Standards-Positions/Position-Statements/ASCA-Position-Statements/The-School-Counselor-and-Working-with-Students-(1)#:~:text=School%20counselors%20have%20a%20responsibility,impeding%20student%20development%20and%20achievement
https://www.colorincolorado.org/immigration/guide/student
https://www.pps.net/cms/lib/OR01913224/Centricity/Domain/4352/Immigration-Related-Stress-Guide.pdf
https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/ferpa
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/pages/student-records-and-privacy.aspx
https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/file-a-complaint
https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/file-a-complaint
https://innovationlawlab.org/media/SafeguardingOregonSchools_Toolkit_InnovationLawLab_Jan2025-1.pdf
https://innovationlawlab.org/media/SafeguardingOregonSchools_Toolkit_InnovationLawLab_Jan2025-1.pdf
https://www.ilrc.org/red-cards
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1SoK54t6tvUfGPH1sYrSsMY3TtFBtkGSh?usp=drive_link
https://www.ilrc.org/using-your-red-cards
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/attendance/Pages/CommunityResources.aspx
https://www.latnet.org/recursos-inmigracion
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● Oregon Law Center Protect Your Family Guidance / Proteja Su Familia 
● Step-by-Step Family Preparedness Plan | Immigrant Legal Resource Center | ILRC 
● Families: know your rights (ILRC) 
● Legal Help search tool through ILRC 

Guidance on the Rights of Immigrant Students 

● Dear Colleague Letter: Resources for Ensuring Equal Access to Education for Immigrant 
Students 

● Information on the Rights of All Children to Enroll in School: Questions and Answers for 

States, School Districts and Parents  

● Fact Sheet: Information on the Rights of all Children who Enroll in School 

Resources from National Partners/Organizations  

● Protecting Undocumented and Vulnerable Students (Stanford Law) 
● Immigration and Customs Enforcement in Schools (Council of Parent Attorneys and 

Advocates)  
● Guidance on Immigration Issues (National Education Association) 
● Addressing Questions about Immigration Enforcement and Schools (Colorin Colorado) 
● Making Students and Families Feel Welcome | Colorín Colorado (Colorin Colorado) 

Resources from Oregon Districts 

2025 Oregon School Board Resolutions  

• David Douglas School District  

• Eugene School District 4J 

• Portland Public Schools  

• Reynolds School District  

District Websites and Resources 

● Salem-Keizer Public Schools Position on Immigration Action in Schools 

● Hillsboro School District website Safe and Welcoming Schools  

● Reynolds School District ¿Sabes Que? Did You Know? Podcast Episode 25 Latino 

Network Know Your Rights  

https://oregonlawhelp.org/node/502
https://www.pps.net/cms/lib/OR01913224/Centricity/Domain/4352/LN-family-preparedness-plan-spanish.pdf
https://www.ilrc.org/resources/step-step-family-preparedness-plan
https://www.ilrc.org/resources/know-your-rights-and-what-immigrant-families-should-do-now
https://www.immigrationadvocates.org/legaldirectory/search?zip=97202&x=0&y=0
https://www.ed.gov/laws-and-policy/key-policy-letters/dear-colleague-letter-resources-ensuring-equal-access-education-immigrant-students?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.ed.gov/laws-and-policy/key-policy-letters/dear-colleague-letter-resources-ensuring-equal-access-education-immigrant-students?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/crt/legacy/2014/05/08/plylerqa.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/crt/legacy/2014/05/08/plylerqa.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/dcl-factsheet-201405pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/dcl-factsheet-201405pdf
https://law.stanford.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/CCSA-YELP-SLS-Policy-Lab-Protecting-Undocumented-Students.pdf
https://www.copaa.org/page/ICE_in_School
https://www.nea.org/resource-library/guidance-immigration-issues
https://www.colorincolorado.org/immigration/guide/policy
https://www.colorincolorado.org/immigration/guide/welcome
https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/2025/01/ddsd-board-resolution-our-committment-to-safe-welcoming-schools-for-all-students/
https://meetings.boardbook.org/Documents/WebViewer/1549?file=aea9e1c5-3f0f-4d12-b45d-107693d95b94
https://meetings.boardbook.org/Documents/WebViewer/915?file=f25fcdff-0798-4e22-8ec5-0b62e4865dd0
https://www.reynolds.k12.or.us/district/rights-and-resources
https://salkeiz.k12.or.us/details/~board/district-news/post/skps-position-on-immigration-action-in-schools
https://www.hsd.k12.or.us/departments/safety/safe-and-welcoming-schools
https://www.hsd.k12.or.us/departments/safety/safe-and-welcoming-schools
https://www.reynolds.k12.or.us/district/%C2%BFsabes-que-did-you-know-podcast
https://www.reynolds.k12.or.us/district/%C2%BFsabes-que-did-you-know-podcast
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● Beaverton School District 
○ Website/language page Supporting Immigrant & Refugee Students & Families 
○ Bilingual infographics on protocols for handling requests for student/family 

information   
■ Law Enforcement Requests for Student/Family Information 
■ Solicitudes de información sobre estudiantes / familias por parte de las 

agencias externas 
 

Important note: This guide is not legal advice. Local educational agency management are 
encouraged to consult with their attorneys when formulating its own policies and practices—
and in addressing any questions—regarding the issues covered in this guide. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.beaverton.k12.or.us/departments/teaching-learning/equity-inclusion/supporting-immigrant-refugee-students-and-families
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1INBHphW_wxV1pTGM4hP8Zh1y_DHToXor/view
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1737740525/beavertonk12orus/ipdee4fijpspi0v5wijr/SpanishInfografiaExternalRequest_12425.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1737740525/beavertonk12orus/ipdee4fijpspi0v5wijr/SpanishInfografiaExternalRequest_12425.pdf

