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UNDERSTANDING SCIENCE INTERIM ASSESSMENTS 

Interim assessments assess smaller bundles of content throughout the year. They are designed to support ongoing teaching and learning, offering 
educators timely insights into student performance. By using this information, educators can gauge students' understanding and skills, helping to 
inform and adjust future instruction. For additional details on the purpose, types, and uses of interim assessments, please refer to the OSAS 
Interims Assessment Overview.  

Currently, there are 221 ODE Science Interim Assessments items—available at no cost to Oregon districts—that directly align with Oregon’s K-12 
Science Standards. These assessments are designed to align with the item structure and blueprint of the Oregon Statewide Assessment System 
(OSAS) for Science. Each interim assessment item is designed to engage students in grade-appropriate meaningful science phenomena aligned to a 
specific Oregon Science Standard.   

This guide will provide educators and administrators with information on how assessment items are presented, the language formats available, 
how items are grouped together, and additional resources for classroom assessments. 

SCIENCE INTERIM ASSESSMENT ITEM STRUCTURE 

Similarly to OSAS Science summative items, the Science Interim Assessment items are structured as clusters or standalones.  

Cluster Items. Cluster items are structured as tasks centered around real-world phenomena. Figure 1 shows how a cluster is aligned with a 
standard and connects to its stimulus and task demand. The stimulus introduces a phenomenon or design problem that engages students and can 
be explained, modeled, investigated, or designed using the skills and knowledge outlined by the standard. The task demand specifies what students 
are required to do in response to the stimulus. The task demand is divided into multiple parts, each incorporating the three dimensions 
(Disciplinary Core Ideas-DCI, Science and Engineering Practices-SEP, and Crosscutting Concepts- CCC) of the standard (PE). These tasks are scored 
using specific scoring assertions, which are criteria that define the expected student responses. Most cluster items contain four or more scoring 
assertions. Figure 2 provides an example of a Grade 5 cluster item in a student-facing format. On the left is the stimulus and on the right is the task 
demand.  

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/assessment/Documents/interim-assessments-overview.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/assessment/Documents/interim-assessments-overview.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/assessment/Documents/Oregon_Science_Assessment_Blueprint_Summary.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/standards/science/pages/science-standards.aspx
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Figure 1. Cluster Item Structure. 
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Figure 2.Grade 5 NGSS Sample Cluster Item Student facing 
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Standalone Items. Standalone items are also structured around real-world phenomena, though they are shorter in length than cluster items. Figure 
3 illustrates how a standalone item aligns with a standard and connects to its stimulus and task demand. The stimulus presents a concise 
phenomenon, while the task demand involves fewer interactions that address at least two of the three dimensions (DCI, SEP, CCC). Most 
standalone items include fewer than four scoring assertions. Figure 4 offers an example of a student-facing Grade 11 standalone item. 

 

Figure 3. Standalone Item Structure 
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Figure 4. Grade 11 NGSS Sample Standalone Item. 
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SCIENCE INTERIM ASSESSMENT LANGUAGE PRESENTATION AVAILABLE 

Interim Assessment are available in English, Spanish, and Braille. Students whose first language is Spanish, or students enrolled in Spanish dual 
language programs, may benefit from using the Spanish presentation. Additionally, students who read text via braille (refreshable braille display or 
embossed braille on paper) or who use a screen reader, have the option to take the interim assessment in Braille presentation. Figure 5 is an 
example of a Grade 8 Spanish language sample test item for science.  

 

Figure 5. Grade 8 NGSS Sample Item in Spanish Presentation. 
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GROUPING OF SCIENCE INTERIM ASSESSMENTS  

Interim Assessments are organized in two groups: 1) Interim Assessment Blocks (IABs) and 2) Focused Interim Assessment Blocks (FIABs). Each 
interim test is designed to take no more than 20 minutes.  

IABs includes sets of items covering either different related science standards or the same standard but varying phenomena. In contrast, FIABs are 
focus on a single science standard.  

Both IABs and FIABs present items structures as cluster or standalone. However, IABs are designed to cover a broader range of content. Items in 
IABs are grouped based on topics that are typically taught together or sequentially in the classroom. To review the list of science items available, 
please refer to OSAS Interim Assessment Overview.  

SCORING AND REPORTING 

All Science Interim Assessments are scored automatically as soon as students submit their test. Results are available in real time through the 
Centralized Reporting System (CRS), making it easier for teachers to reflect on both teaching and learning. 

Teachers can view results for students who participated in a test session they administered or for those assigned to them through a roster. The 
results include raw scores for the item clusters in the assessment, but no scale scores or achievement levels are provided for interim assessments. 
In addition to raw scores, teachers can review the scoring assertions for each item cluster, which detail the expected student responses. They can 
also view individual student responses to each assertion, offering a comprehensive breakdown of student performance.  

Educators can access scoring guides for each item cluster via the General Resources tab in TIDE from the OSAS Portal. Individual item scoring guides 
are available within the Centralized Reporting System (CRS) under Rubric & Resources. For more information, please review the Science Interims 
Quick Guide.  

 

 

 

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/assessment/Documents/interim-assessments-overview.pdf
https://osasportal.org/
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/assessment/Documents/Science_Interim_Assessments_Quick_Guide.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/assessment/Documents/Science_Interim_Assessments_Quick_Guide.pdf
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IMPORTANT TAKEAWAYS RELATED TO THE SCIENCE INTERIM ASSESSMENTS: 

• The Science Interim Assessments are aligned with the Oregon Science Standards (NGSS). 

• All embedded designated supports offered on the Science Summative Assessments are available on the Science Interim Assessments, 
including Text-to-Speech, Spanish translation, and many options offered in Braille. 

• All items on the Science Interim Assessments are machine-scored. Once a student has taken and submitted a Science Interim Assessment, 
the results are reported immediately in the CRS. 

• Educators and administrators can securely log into the Assessment Viewing Application (AVA) to preview the Science Interim Assessments 
alongside their rubrics without needing to create a test session. 

• All students are eligible to take any Science Interim Assessments, as long as they are registered in TIDE.  

• Students have five opportunities to take each Science Interim Assessment, though the same assessment cannot be taken twice in one day. 

Additional information can be found on the Oregon Department of Education Interim Assessment webpage.  

For additional questions regarding science, please contact: 

• Dr. Mariela Salas Bao, Science Assessment Specialist. 
• Jamie Rumage, Science Education Specialist. 

 

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/assessment/Pages/Interim_Assessments.aspx
mailto:mariela.salas.bao@ode.oregon.gov
mailto:jamie.rumage@ode.oregon.gov
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