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Commodity Movement Guidance 
SHEEP, SEMEN, OR EMBRYOS 

Product Description 
Sheep, and semen or embryos from sheep, that are raised for meat and/or other sheep products. (Wool is included in a 
separate commodity movement guidance document.) 

Requirements to be Met Prior to Movement 
o Traceability information is available (national premises identification number [PIN], GPS Coordinates, and 

information on type and number of animals/quantity of semen, embryos, or other products to be moved). 
o Biosecurity measures listed in the appropriate Biosecurity Checklist (see sub-bullet) are in place and acceptable to 

Responsible Regulatory Officials. 
o Self-assessment checklist for enhanced biosecurity for FMD prevention: sheep feedlots1  
o Self-assessment checklist for enhanced biosecurity for FMD prevention: sheep on pasture/rangeland2  

o Trace-back/forward information is acceptable (premises is not Infected, Suspect, or Contact). 
o Producers can provide trace-back and trace-forward information by maintaining accurate records of 

movement of animals, feed, supplies, equipment, personnel, and visitors. Producers can use the Secure 
Sheep and Wool Supply (SSWS) Plan Practice Questionnaire for FMD Exposure3 to get a feel for the 
information they may need to provide in an outbreak. 

o Destination premises and State are willing to accept the animals, semen, or embryos. 
o No evidence of infection based on disease monitoring (surveillance). 

Commodity Requirements Flowchart 

 
 

1 https://securesheepwool.org/Assets/SSWS_Self-Assessment-Checklist-for-Enhanced-Biosecurity-FMD-Feedlots.pdf  
2 https://securesheepwool.org/Assets/SSWS_Self-Assessment-Checklist-for-Enhanced-Biosecurity-FMD-Pasture.pdf  
3 https://securesheepwool.org/Assets/SSWS-Practice-Quest-FMD-Exposure.pdf  

Testing Suspect Case Phase 1 Phase 2

Day 0 Day 1 Day 3 or Longer         Ongoing

- Suspect case identified

- Immediate quarantine placed on 
suspect premises

- Trace back and trace forward efforts 
initiated

- Suspect case confirmed 
- Control Area established around 
infected premises

• Stop movement in Control 
Area

- National movement standstill of 
susceptible species may be 
recommended
- In transit livestock movement 
managed 
- Mobilization of permitting system

- Extent of outbreak characterized

- Efforts to restart permitted 
movement initiated

Adapted from the Secure Food Supply Plans Managed Movement of Susceptible Livestock Species during a 
U.S. Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) Outbreak: Overview (Nov 2019)

Timeline of Early Managed Movement for Livestock


