Oregon Department of Environmental Quality

Recycling Modernization Act:

Limited Sort Facility Listening Session
Meeting Summary

Dec. 19, 2024: 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. (PT) m

Schedule

1:00 p.m. Welcome

Justin Gast with DEQ opened the listening session with a welcome and an overview of the
agenda.

1:05 p.m. LSF permitting process

Justin and Steven Chang (in DEQ’s NW Region) provided context behind the need to
define limited sort facility, reminding attendees that LSFs are not considered commingled
recycling processing facilities, per ORS 459A.863(3)(b) and OAR 340-096-0300(2). Justin
then provided the definition of a LSF upstream and downstream of a CRPF, per 340-093-
0030(65). Steven then walked attendees through the differences between a reload facility, a
LSF and a CRPF, including the requirements for each facility in the RMA system. Steven
also provided details of the permitting process for facilities that may or may not already hold
a current Transfer Station/MRF Disposal Site permit.

It should be noted that, unlike the new CRPF permit program, the LSF permit will not be a
new standalone permit. Any facility being permitted as a LSF will be permitted under DEQ’s
existing Transfer Station/MRF Disposal Site permit, which will recognize the new LSF
permit requirements. If a facility looking to be permitted as a LSF is already operating under
an existing TS/MRF permit, that facility will have their existing permit amended to recognize
the new LSF requirements.

DEQ then answered questions from attendees related to the permitting process, most
notably answering a couple questions related to newly approved rule language that
establishes a February 1, 2025 deadline for application submittal from existing facilities that
are already operating in a manner that would make the facility a LSF or from facilities that
know now they want to become a LSF.

1:20 p.m. LSF permit program requirements

Steven addressed all requirements under the new LSF permit program, requirements that
take effect as of July 1, 2025. These requirements include the outbound contamination rate
performance standard; use of responsible end-markets, including screening/verification of
those markets; quarterly material disposition reporting; reporting and recordkeeping
requirements; environmental and public health standards; and, handling of construction and
facility modifications (environmental and public health standards and
construction/modification requirements already exist under DEQ’s current TS/MRF permit).
DEQ then answered a couple questions from attendees.
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1:35 p.m. PRO funding
Justin reminded attendees that reload facilities and limited sort facilities (as long as the LSF
is also operating as a reload facility) are eligible for transportation cost reimbursement
funding from the producer responsibility organization, but not funding associated with the
Processor Commodity Risk Fee and the Contamination Management Fee. Justin also
addressed newly approved rule language that allows a PRO to no longer be responsible for
covering costs described in [459A.890(3), .929(1) and .959] if the PRO is undertaking a
DEQ-approved contamination evaluation procedure to meet the requirements of ORS
459A.929(2)(b). The exception to this is any costs the PRO and the local government or a
local government’s service provider have agreed the PRO will fund or reimburse. There
were no questions related to PRO funding.

1:45 p.m. Open discussion
There were no questions from participants.

2:30 p.m. Public input
There was no public comment.

2:35 p.m. Adjourn
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