
Possessory Liens/Abandoned Vehicles 
Oregon DMV

In order to title a vehicle, one must have acquired a legal interest through some legal process.
A  claiming a possessory lien must have a valid tow business certificate issued under ORS 822.205

This packet contains:
nformation about asking advice from DMV
eneral information on some situations where ownership of a vehicle may be transferable through a possessory lien 

process
nformation on abandoned vehicles
nformation on documents and fees needed to apply for title
nswers to some frequently asked questions not otherwise covered in the above information
he DMV-issued forms to use when applying for title when a vehicle has been sold based on a possessory lien

foreclosure
aws covering possessory lien  and abandoned vehicle  

Advice from DMV
DMV cannot advise you which, if any, of the laws or forms referenced in this packet fit your particular situation. There

may be other laws or legal procedures that could be followed in disposing of an abandoned vehicle or obtaining an 
interest in a vehicle.  If you have questions concerning  laws may apply or about the process for claiming or 

foreclosing a lien, you may wish to seek legal counsel for advice, or research on your own.

General information
Some situations where ownership of a vehicle may be transferable through the possessory lien process:

Vehicles owned by a tenant or occupant legally responsible for rent, which was brought upon the leased
premises, and retained by the landlord to secure payment of rent. The landlord may have a claim to a lien under 
ORS 87.162.  If you foreclose a lien based on these statutes, title should be applied for using a Certificate of 
Possessory Lien Foreclosure, Form 735-518.
Vehicles abandoned on private property and removed at the request of the owner or lawful possessor of the
property, in accordance with  98. The person towing the vehicle may have a claim to a lien under ORS
98.83 . If you foreclose a lien based on these statutes, title should be applied for using a Certificate of
Possessory Lien Foreclosure, Form 735-519.
Vehicles repaired, stored, towed, etc, at the request of the owner or lawful possessor of the vehicle. The person
who repaired, stored, or towed the vehicle may have a claim to a lien under ORS 87.152. 

If foreclos  a lien based on , title should be applied for using a Certificate of Possessory Lien
Foreclosure, Form 520.

Vehicles abandoned by a tenant with whom you have a lease or rental agreement (ORS 90.425). If you foreclose 
a lien based on this statute, title should be applied for using a Certificate of Possessory Lien Foreclosure, Form 
735-521.

Vehicles towed at the request of an appropriate authority (Oregon State Police, Department of Transportation, a
county, city) when the vehicle was abandoned or taken into custody by an appropriate authority and towed at the 
request of the authority. The person towing the vehicle may have a claim to a lien under ORS

Vehicles left or parked in violation of ORS 98.810 and removed from either proscribed property or from a parking 
facility at the request of the owner of the parking facility or the owner of the proscribed property. The tower, who 
removed the vehicle, may have a claim to a lien under ORS 98.812. If you foreclose a lien based on these 
statutes, title should be applied for using a Certificate of Possessory Lien Foreclosure, Form 735-6605. 
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Abandoned Vehicles

In order to title any vehicle, including abandoned vehicles, one must have acquired a legal interest through  
legal process. Generally, it will not be the property owner, but whoever purchases the vehicle at a subsequent sale 
by a lien claimant or authority, who may apply for title.

There are various provisions available for disposal of abandoned vehicles including the following:

For vehicles abandoned on , Oregon law (ORS Chapter 819) allows for 
(e.g. state, county, city) to remove the vehicle. Some local governments may also have 

ordinances governing the disposal. If the vehicle is abandoned on federal property, federal laws would apply.

For vehicles abandoned on private property, Oregon law (ORS 98.830) states:
"A person who is the owner, or is in lawful possession of private property on which a vehicle has been abandoned 
may have a tower tow the vehicle from the property if:

(1) The person affixes a notice to the vehicle stating that the vehicle will be towed if it is not removed. The
notice required by this subsection must remain on the vehicle for 72 hours before the vehicle may be
removed.

(2) The person fills out and signs a form* that includes:
(a) a description of the vehicle to be towed;
(b) the location of the property from which the vehicle will be towed;
(c) statement that the person has complied with subsections (1) of this section.

*NOTE:  DMV does not provide you with a form. The information needed {described in
(2) (a),(b),(c)} can be written on a separate piece of paper.

For vehicles abandoned on private property, ORS 819.280 allows a person to make a request to an authority 
(state, city, or county) to dispose of a vehicle abandoned on private property, when it is appraised at a value of
$500 or less, by a person who holds a certificate issued under ORS 819.480, and the person making the request is 
determined to be in lawful possession of the vehicle.  If the authority chooses to dispose of the vehicle, the  
authority may only dispose of the vehicle and its contents to a person who holds a valid dismantler certificate
issued under ORS 822.110.  The authority may charge the person requesting the disposal a fee to dispose of the
vehicle.

For vehicles left or parked in a parking facility or on proscribed property defined in ORS 98.805, ORS 98.812 
states that "…the owner of the parking facility or the owner of the proscribed property, may have a tower tow the 
vehicle from the parking facility or the proscribed property and place the vehicle in storage at a secure location 
under the control of the tower." The statute further states that the tower is entitled to a lien on the vehicle and 
contents.

There may be other provisions that could apply, such as when the vehicle owner was a former tenant of the 
property owner and owes rent, or when the property owner performed labor on the vehicle or stored the vehicle at
the request of the vehicle owner or lawful possessor.  Again, you may wish to seek legal counsel or research on 
your own if you have questions about whether you can claim a lien, or what steps you must follow to claim and to 
foreclose on such a lien.

Titling a previously abandoned vehicle:

To obtain title, a person must have acquired a legal interest in a vehicle. In most cases people do this through some 
form of purchase or financial agreement; that change of interest is accomplished through the voluntary assignment of 
the existing title for the vehicle.

In the case of an abandoned vehicle, any transfer of interest will be involuntary and require some form of legal process 
(operation of law).  One cannot simply obtain title because the vehicle was left on one's property.
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In most cases of abandoned vehicles, the existing title is not available for transfer. In lieu of a properly endorsed title, 
and in addition to any other title requirements, DMV must receive satisfactory evidence of the facts entitling the 
applicant to title. For example:

For an abandoned vehicle sold by an appropriate authority (for example, state police, county sheriff, or a city) and 
where the vehicle is not otherwise subject to salvage title procedures, the purchaser may apply for title. A bill of 
sale to the purchaser from the appropriate authority will be required in support of the application for title. The bill of 
sale must describe the vehicle, identify the statutes or legal authority under which the sale was held, and indicate 
that former interest holders were notified.

For a vehicle sold through foreclosure of a lien by the party who towed the vehicle, whoever purchased the vehicle 
at the lien foreclosure sale may apply for title.  A certification from the tow company concerning the lien and 
foreclosure and to whom the vehicle was sold is required in support of the title application. (Tow companies can 
obtain  forms from DMV .)

For a vehicle sold through foreclosure of some other type of lien foreclosure, whoever acquires the vehicle through 
the foreclosure process may apply for title. A certification from the lien claimant is required in support of the title
application. Certification forms for the more common liens (for example, possessory labor/storage liens, landlord 
liens) are included in this packet or may be obtained from DMV.

Documents and fees needed to apply for title:
After the lien has been foreclosed, the appropriate ertificate of ossessory ien oreclosure form  be fully
completed and signed by the person foreclosing the lien.  Towers must include  t w plate number. The form is 
then given to the purchaser. The purchaser or a subsequent buyer may then apply for title.

To apply for title, the purchaser must submit:

ONE of the Certification of Possessory Lien forms (the one that covers your situation), fully completed and signed
by the authorized representative of the business or the person claiming the lien. Your application will be rejected if
you submit more than one type of form for certifying foreclosure
The appropriate title application fee.  If the vehicle was last titled in Oregon, you must submit an application for title
to DMV within 30 days from the date of the auction to avoid paying late fees.

NOTE: If the vehicle was last titled in another state, or must be titled as assembled, reconstructed or replica, DMV
must complete a physical inspection of the vehicle's identification number. The fee for the inspection is $7.

Lien Claimants Required To Keep Records
Lien claimants are required to keep records sufficient to establish that all vehicles being sold or offered for sale were 
acquired by the lien claimant as the result of a possessory lien. Records must be retained for a period of five years by 
the lien claimant. The following records must be retained:

A signed and dated copy of an original tow notification, repair order, an impound form from law enforcement or
other similar form or document showing how the lien claimant acquired possession of the subject vehicle, or a 
written record that identifies the person or entity that authorized the lien claimant to take possession of the
subject vehicle and the time and date of contact;
A signed and dated copy of an original claim of possessory lien/notice of foreclosure sale form applicable to
the possessory lien or similar form or document showing the owner of the vehicle was notified of the 
possessory lien;
A signed and dated copy of the DMV certificate of possessory lien foreclosure form applicable to the
possessory lien as specified in OAR 735-020-0012 for each subject vehicle; and
A bill of sale, if applicable.

A lien claimant must notify DMV within 10 days of the sale or transfer of interest of a vehicle. DMV must receive a 
completed and signed Notice of Sale or Transfer of Vehicle (DMV Form 6890), if the subject vehicle is covered by an 
Oregon title; or a completed and signed Notice of Lien Foreclosure; Sale or Transfer of Vehicle (DMV Form 6890A), if 
the subject vehicle is not covered by an Oregon title.



Possessory Liens/Abandoned Vehicles
Oregon DMV

Out-of-State Possessory Liens:
• I have a possessory lien document, sheriff's sale document, or similar ownership document issued by a jurisdiction

outside of Oregon. Can I apply for an Oregon certificate of title using one of these documents?
No. Oregon DMV will not accept an application for vehicle title when ownership is being transferred under out-of-

Donating an Abandoned Vehicle:
• A vehicle has been abandoned on my property. Can I donate it to a charity?

No, you cannot give away an abandoned vehicle, even if it's on your property

Possessory Lien Foreclosure Forms:

• Do I need to complete the entire form?
Yes. A possessory lien foreclosure form must be fully completed and signed before it will be accepted.

• Are there additional forms that need to be completed?
See the "Documents and Fees" section for additional information on the forms that you will need to apply for title
after a possessory lien is officially foreclosed.

• Are there special instructions for completing the form?
No.  Just be sure that each section of the form is complete and that you have signed the form. Your signature
certifies that you have complied with all applicable lien foreclosure laws and rules. If you're not sure, you may want to
seek legal advice from an attorney.

• Which possessory lien foreclosure form do I use to file a possessory lien?
DMV cannot advi e you on the particular foreclosure process or foreclosure
If you're not sure, you may want to seek legal advice from an attorney.

• Can I just complete and submit all DMV possessory lien forms?
No. Your application will be rejected if you submit more than one form. Each form references different laws,
rules

Professional Lien Services:
• Am I required to use a professional lien service?

No.  You can file the lien yourself or use a professional lien service. In either case, all applicable laws and
rules

Requesting Information on a Vehicle Owner:
• Am I required to contact the vehicle owner when foreclosing a lien?

It depends on the type of lien that is being foreclosed and the laws that apply. If you're not sure, you may want to
seek legal advice from an attorney.

• Can I request information from DMV to notify the vehicle owner for purposes of a lien foreclosure?
Yes. DMV will process a records request for this purpose if the request is made in writing, includes a $4
processing fee and contains all of the following information:
• The vehicle year, make, model, identification number (VIN) and license plate number;
• A signed statement that the record information is requested for purposes of "providing notice of a lien

foreclosure." Include a citation of the applicable law(s) authorizing the foreclosure (ORS #, Local Ordinance #,
etc.). In addition to the requirements above, records requests from a business must include the name of the
business or be on official letterhead stationery and must be signed by an authorized representative.

Request Example: I hereby request the vehicle record for the vehicle listed below. Any personal information contained 
in the record will be used solely for the purpose of providing notice of a lien foreclosure under ORS 123.456. 1994   
Ford PU, plate # ABC123, VIN 123456789ABCDEFG.
Submit your request and $4 fee to: DMV Record Services Unit, 1905 Lana Ave NE, Salem, OR 97314.

Answers to Frequently Asked Questions
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PRINTED NAME OF LIEN CLAIMANT

STREET ADDRESS STATE ZIP CODE

PHONE NUMBER

SIGNATURE OF LIEN CLAIMANT

X

CITY

I certify that:

The following described vehicle was owned by a tenant or occupant legally responsible for 
rent and was brought upon the leased premises by said person;

I, or the firm I represent, am the landlord of the leased property and a possessory landlord's 
lien is attached to the vehicle pursuant to ORS 87.162 and 87.166.

I foreclosed the possessory lien in accordance with the provisions of ORS 87.172 and ORS
87.176 to 87.206  and

The vehicle described below was sold at public auction to:

•

•

•

PLATE NUMBER STATE OF ISSUE VEHICLE YEAR MAKE BODY STYLE

VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER

MODEL

COMPLETE IN FULL AND SIGN.
This form must be submitted to DMV with the application for title.

CERTIFICATE OF  POSSESSORY LIEN FORECLOSURE
(ORS 87.162 - LANDLORDS LIEN )

•

uyer’s name and date of auction . 

__________________________________________(Buyer’s printed name)

__________________________________________(Date of auction)
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STREET ADDRESS STATE ZIP CODE

PHONE NUMBER

SIGNATURE OF LIEN CLAIMANT

X

CITY

PLATE NUMBER STATE OF ISSUE VEHICLE YEAR MAKE

VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER

BODY STYLE MODEL

I certify that:

•

•

•

ed

TOWER PLATE NUMBER (TW PLATE)

PRINTED NAME OF LIEN CLAIMANT  (A TOWER MUST HAVE A VALID TOW BUSINESS CERTIFICATE ISSUED UNDER ORS 822.205)

This form must be submitted to DMV with the application for title.
COMPLETE IN FULL AND SIGN.

(ORS 98.8 ) 

uyer’s name and date of auction . 

__________________________________________(Buyer’s printed name)

__________________________________________(Date of auction)

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DRIVER AND MOTOR VEHICLE SERVICES

1905 LANA AVE NE, SALEM OREGON 97314

DMV

•

CERTIFICATE OF  POSSESSORY LIEN FORECLOSURE

(You may obtain copies of laws at your local library or at 





Certificate of Title
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PRINTED NAME OF LIEN CLAIMANT

SIGNATURE OF LIEN CLAIMANT

X

STREET ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE

PHONE NUMBER

OR

•

____________________________________(Given to); ______________(Date of disposal)

I certify that:

•

•
•

PLATE NUMBER STATE OF ISSUE VEHICLE YEAR MAKE BODY STYLE

VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER

MODEL

This form must be submitted to DMV with the application for title.
COMPLETE IN FULL AND SIGN

uyer’s name and date of auction . 

__________________________________________(Buyer’s printed name)

__________________________________________(Date of auction)

•





DMV
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

DRIVER AND MOTOR VEHICLE SERVICES 
1905 LANA AVE NE, SALEM OREGON 97314 





•

•

•

•

SIGNATURE OF LIEN CLAIMANT

PHONE NUMBER

X

STREET ADDRESS CITY ZIP CODESTATE

•

•

•

PLATE NUMBER STATE OF ISSUE VEHICLE YEAR MAKE BODY STYLE

VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER

MODEL

I certify that:

TOWER PLATE NUMBER (TW PLATE)

PRINTED NAME OF LIEN CLAIMANT  (A TOWER MUST HAVE A VALID TOW BUSINESS CERTIFICATE ISSUED UNDER ORS 822.205)

This form must be submitted to DMV with the application for title.
COMPLETE IN FULL AND SIGN.

I, or the firm I represent, towed the following described vehicle at the request of an

CERTIFICATE OF  POSSESSORY LIEN FORECLOSURE

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DRIVER AND MOTOR VEHICLE SERVICES
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DMV

uyer’s name and date of auction .

__________________________________________(Buyer’s printed name)

__________________________________________(Date of auction)

•
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SIGNATURE OF LIEN CLAIMANT

PHONE NUMBER

X

STREET ADDRESS CITY ZIP CODESTATE

PLATE NUMBER STATE OF ISSUE VEHICLE YEAR MAKE BODY STYLE

VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER

MODEL

•

•
•

•

This form must be submitted to DMV with the application for title.
COMPLETE IN FULL AND SIGN.

PRINTED NAME OF LIEN CLAIMANT  (A TOWER MUST HAVE A VALID TOW BUSINESS CERTIFICATE ISSUED UNDER ORS 822.205)

CERTIFICATE OF  POSSESSORY LIEN FORECLOSURE
(ORS 98.812)

•
uyer’s name and date of auction .

__________________________________________(Buyer’s printed name)

__________________________________________(Date of auction)
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