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Gypsy moth trapping

Trapping for gypsy moth has occurred since the 1970s.
The trap consists of three sides with small entrance holes
on two ends. Inside is a thread saturated with
synthetically-produced sex pheromone of the female
gypsy moth. Only male gypsy moths are attracted to the
trap. The males enter the trap and get stuck on the
non-toxic glue panels inside.

Traps are deployed during the mating season (May-
September). They are effective for all subspecies of

gypsy moth, including European and Asian gypsy moths.

Traps should be checked every 2-4 weeks as moths
quickly degrade and are consumed by predators.

Other insects, including other species of moths, will
inadvertently be captured inside the trap. Use this guide
as a screening tool to recognize male gypsy moths.
Female moths (below) are unlikely to be captured.
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To report a detection, call or email Wyatt Williams, Invasive Species Specialist, Oregon Dept. of Forestry:

503-945-7472

wyatt.williams@oregon.gov



