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MEAL PATTERN GRADE GROUP EXCEPTION AND/OR
MILK VARIETY EXCEPTION (SY 2024-2025)
For Residential Child Care Institutions (RCCIs) and Seamless Summer Option (SSO) Open Sites

Sponsors meeting the requirements of this exception must obtain approval from the Oregon Department of Education School Nutrition Programs (ODE SNP) prior to implementing this option at each site.

· The Meal Pattern Grade Group Exception grants an exception to use the meal pattern in effect for the highest grade group being served to all students.
· The Milk Variety Exception grants an exception to meet the milk variety requirements over the course of the week rather than daily. 
For more information about the meal pattern and these exemptions see the following USDA Memos: SP 38-2019; SP 48- 2013;  SP 38-2012;  and SP 09-2017, #44
Instructions: Complete for each site requesting an exception. Submit to ODE SNP via email at ode.schoolnutrition@ode.oregon.gov . Record the date sent in CNPweb, Sponsor Summary, Packet tab, Off-line Forms.

· Sponsors meeting all of the requirements listed below may be granted a Meal Pattern Grade Group Exception to offer one meal pattern and/or a Milk Variety Exception:
· The RCCI is a juvenile detention center or correctional facility; or serves special populations that result in legitimate concerns regarding student unrest at meal times; and
· Serves children in different grade groups; and have operational limitations separating children by age/grade groups at meal times; and
· Has legitimate safety concerns or state juvenile justice laws or regulations related to offering meals with varying amounts of food and/or different milks to students within the same meal period.
· Sponsors operating SSO open or restricted open sites may be granted a Meal Pattern Grade Group Exception to offer one meal pattern.

Sponsor Name:  
Site Names:   
Address:  
Explain the three requirements listed above as it pertains to your population and facility:  

Select the highest grade group served:
K-5 ☐ 

6-8 ☐

9-12 ☐
Check if requesting a Milk Variety Exception:   ☐
I understand that ODE SNP must consider each request on a case-by-case basis and must ensure that all criteria are met prior to granting an exception.


Signature of CNP Program Manager or Executive Contact in CNPweb                           Date

	ODE CNP USE ONLY

	☐ Meal Pattern Exception Approved (all criteria met)

☐ Meal Pattern Exception Denied (all criteria not met)

☐ Milk Variety Exception Approved (all criteria met)

☐ Milk Variety Exception Denied (all criteria not met)


	Highest  age/grade group approved to serve:
K-5☐
6-8   ☐
9-12 ☐

	
	

	Child Nutrition Specialist
	Date
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