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BACKGROUND
On May 16th, 2013 the State Board of Education adopted Smarter Balanced as the statewide assessment for Reading, Writing, and Mathematics, operational in 2014-15.  The Smarter Balanced field test will occur in spring 2014 and requires a minimum 20% of students to take the Smarter Balanced test, depending on the field test model ultimately chosen.  There are four field test models available, and ODE plans to convene a workgroup of stakeholders to make a recommendation about which model to select. The workgroup recommendation will be based on an analysis of the data available from each field test option and the purposes for which Oregon uses statewide assessment data.

SMARTER BALANCED Field Test Model Overview
For all of the Smarter Balanced field test models, a minimum of 20% of Oregon students must participate. 
1. In the “Traditional” field test model, 20% of students would participate in the Smarter Balanced field test and would OAKS testing.

2. In the “Blended” field test model, 20% of students would participate in the field test and would not participate in OAKS testing.

3. In the “Extended Blended” field test model, greater than 20% and fewer than 100% of students would participate in the field test and those students would not participate in OAKS testing.

4. In the “Early Adopter” field test model, 100% of students would participate in the field test and would not participate in OAKS testing.
Oregon would not need a waiver from federal accountability data reporting with the Traditional field test model, because Oregon would continue OAKS testing for accountability purposes.  For all other field test models, Oregon would need a waiver as the students who participate in the field test would not participate in OAKS testing.

For any of the field test models, Oregon would also need to pay for the data extracts.  Beyond that, there are no assessment administration costs for the 20% of students required to participate in the field test.  If Oregon selects a field test model with greater than 20% student participation, Oregon would need to pay the full assessment administration costs for the additional students beyond the beyond the minimum 20%. 

Tables illustrating the difference between the field test models are included in Appendix A.

Statewide Assessment Data

At a minimum, during 2013-2014 Oregon must continue to administer OAKS for high school students as an opportunity to fulfill the Essential Skills graduation requirements.  Additionally, in order to maintain a consistent level of rigor on the Essential Skills graduation requirement through the statewide assessment transition, an adequate sample of high school students will need to participate in both OAKS and Smarter Balanced in 2013-2014.  This will enable ODE to identify an 11th grade achievement standard on Smarter Balanced that is equivalent to the current achievement standard on OAKS.
The Traditional field test model would provide the necessary data.  The Blended and Extended Blended field fest models could be selected if the students who participated in Smarter Balanced at the high school level also participated in OAKS; students in middle and elementary could participate in either Smarter Balanced or OAKS.  The Early Adopter field test model is not a viable option because it does not fulfill Oregon’s minimum data needs.

In order to select between the Traditional, Blended, and Extended Blended field test models, Oregon must determine what additional statewide assessment data are necessary to preserve from the 2013-2014 academic year.  There are several initiatives currently underway in Oregon that rely heavily on statewide assessment data.  Three of the most prominent include educator effectiveness, closing the achievement gap, and the new Oregon Report Card .  Educator effectiveness was initially approved as a part of Oregon’s ESEA waiver application, which includes statewide assessment data as components of educator evaluations.  The Office of Education Equity was developed in 2013 to lead the effort in closing the achievement gap and will use statewide assessment data for a variety of purposes, including identifying best practices.  Finally, the new Oregon Report Card will include growth model based on statewide assessment data from math and reading in its reporting. 

Process to Develop Field Test Model Recommendation

ODE will convene a workgroup with representatives from organization such as, COSA, OEA, OEIB, OSBA, schools and districts, and post-secondary. The workgroup will be tasked with examining the future implications of not collecting statewide assessment data for one year in order to determine whether the Traditional field test model or the Blended or Extended Blended field test models would be most appropriate. ODE will then present the workgroup’s field test recommendation to State Board of Education for adoption.

Appendix A. Smarter Balanced Field Test Models

Table 2: Testing Impact and Costs

	
	% of students taking Smarter
	% of students taking double testing
	Costs beyond Data extract, Sever/Helpdesk, and Scoring for 20%

	Traditional
	20%
	20%
	None

	Blended/Extended Blended
	>  20%


	Subset of ​> 20% who are in high school
	Costs for “N%- 20%” students

	Early Adopter
	100%


	None
	Costs for 80% of students


Table 2: Testing Required

	
	High School
	3-8

	TraditionaL
	OAKS and Smarter 
	OAKS and Smarter

	Blended/Extended Blended
	OAKS and Smarter 
	OAKS or Smarter 

	Early Adopter
	Smarter
	Smarter


Table 3: Waiver Request Needed

	
	Waiver Request Required?

	Traditional
	No

	Blended/Extended Blended
	Yes

	Early Adopter
	Yes 
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