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CITY OF NATIONAL CITY
FIRE DEPARTMENT

Phone: (619) 336-4550
STAFF REPORT
DATE: May 1, 2007
TO: City Council
FROM: Donald Condon, Battalion Chief / Fire Marshal

SUBJECT: Prohibition of Sale and Distribution of Novelty Lighters

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Ordinance amending Chapter 10.21 to the Municipal Code
prohibiting the sale and distribution of novelty lighters.

PRIOR ACTION: None.

STATEMENT ON THE SUBJECT: The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
(CPSC) is an independent federal regulatory agency whose primary mission is to ensure
that consumer products are safe to use and will not cause injuries or death.

Under the 1994 Child Safety Protection Act, the CPSC has the authority to mandate safety
standards and recall products that are considered dangerous. For example, to reduce deaths
and injuries associated with children under age five who obtain and play with cigarette
lighters, a mandatory safety standard was established requiring disposable and novelty
lighters to be “child-resistant”, meaning 85% of the children in a controlled test group
must not be able to operate the lighters. As a result, thousands of dangerous lighters have
been recalled to date.

Unfortunately, there has been a significant proliferation of novelty lighters that attract and
fascinate children. Some of these lighters meet CPSC standards, but many do not. These lighters
mimic everyday toys found in the home, encouraging children to play with these dangerous fire
tools. Many of these lighters have flashing lights and make sounds, which makes the lighters
more attractive to children. There have been several documented instances where these lighters
have caused devastating burn injuries to the children playing with them, including death.
Additionally, there have been numerous homes destroyed from children playing with these
lighters.

Every child deserves a chance to grow up in a safe community. There are no good reasons that
lighters should be manufactured to resemble toys. While the child-resistant cigarettc lighter
standard has been highly effective, children cannot discriminate a toy from a fire tool that looks
like a toy. The San Diego Burn Institute, the San Diego County Fire Chiefs Association, and
many other safely organizations strongly oppose the sale and distribution of these lighters. The
attached Ordinance will control the sale of novelty lighters and potentially save lives and

property.
FISCAL IMPACT: Ncne.










	1.TIF
	2.TIF
	3.TIF
	4.TIF



