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0DOT projects start
under I-84 at
Cascade Locks
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crete deck, then by girders to
crossbeams to columns and final-
ly the ground.

Durlng inspections of Oregon
bridges in 2001, engineers found
diagnnal-tension cracks indicat-
ing bridges needed reinforcing to
handle the strain. In 2003, the
state legislature passed the Ore-
gon Transportation Investment
Act III, a $2.46-billion package
that includes the $1.3 billion to fix

bridges.
Preliminary work at Cascade
Locks to relocate a utility under

Photo by Sue Ryan
WORKERS relocated utilities last week under the Interstate 84 bridge at Exit 44 in Cascade Locks. It was
done to prepare the area for the building of a new bridge.
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work for a multi-year project to
repair and replace bridges along
the highway in Hood River Coun-
ty.

That includes replacing two
bridges and repairing five be-
tween Cascade Locks and Hood
River. The work is expected to last
through Nov. 2010. Most of it will
be invisible to passers-by as it
will take place out of sight under
the freeway.

But the most visible phase will
be the first, which involves the re-
placement bridge near Exit 44 in
Cascade Locks. Interstate 84
crosses a bridge over Highway 30,
where it accesses both the free-
way and Frontage Road near the
weigh station.

The first step will be to build a
detour bridge, which is expected
to begin in three weeks. The next
steps involve demolishing the old
bridges, one at a time, and re-
building new ones.

The Oregon Department of
Transportation is spending $1.3
billion on the statewide bridge
improvements, which it has con-
tracted out to another agency.
Jason Ruth is the construction co-
ordinator for the contractor, Ore-
gon Bridge Delivery Partners.

“The reason why we're repair-
ing and replacing bridges is due
to increased freight loads Oregon
is seeing,” he said.

Those freight loads come pri-
marily from tracks. As weight
passes over bridges, pressure
transfers downward. Bridges sus-
tain weight first through a con-
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ods when we need to close the

road at milepost 47.3, Interstate 84

cross beam and inserting a steel
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