


Protection from Fire

The Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF)
protects 15.8 million acres of forestland, most of it
privately owned. ODF has long pursued a policy
of aggressive firefighting as the most effective and
cost-efficient way to protect the forest resource.
However, hitting fires fast and hard while they

are relatively small is not cheap. It requires a
substantial force of fire crews, fire engines

ODF team deployments

ODF incident management teams were deployed to three
wildfires during 2008 - the Sherman County Complex,
Summit Springs Complex and the Doubleday Fire. These
teams, made up of specially trained ODF personnel,
organize and direct the firefighting effort at large incidents
that exceed the capacity of the local districts.

Retardant drops

In 2008, ODF’s two leased air tankers made 103 drops on
wildfires totaling 284,286 gallons of retardant.

and aircraft to stop upwards of 94 percent
of the hundreds of wildfires each

summer at 10 acres or smaller.

Still, the alternative is far more
expensive. A single wildfire that escapes
control and becomes a major incident
can cost millions to extinguish. For
example, in 2008 the Summit Springs
Complex fires grew to nearly 2,000 acres
and cost more than $16,000 per hour

to suppress.

In comparison, the Rudio Creek and
Wrightman Canyon fires were caught quickly at
small size. They cost about $1,500 and $436 per
hour respectively to put out.

2008 fires and acreage*

Lightning-caused: 382 fires burned 6,286 acres
Human-caused: 706 fires burned 1,295 acres
Total: 1,088 fires burned 7,581 acres

10-year average

Lightning-caused: 310 fires burned 20,391 acres
Human-caused: 794 fires burned 5,910 acres
Total: 1,104 fires burned 26,301 acres

* on ODF-protected lands
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Our urban forests

The Departments Urban and Community Forestry staff
works with local government and community groups
to help cities reap the benefits of urban forests. These
include higher property values, healthy streams, natural
filtering of storm runoff, wildlife habitat, and enhanced
public safety through the management of hazard treees.

Community assistance
In 2008, ODF staff provided 647 “assists” to

communities and individuals seeking better ways
to care for urban forests.

In 2008, Oregon’s 52 Tree City USA communities
planted 18,566 trees in public places, pruned 33,585
trees, and removed 1,611 trees that had become public
safety concerns.

State Forests program

The state owns and manages 781,000 acres of forestland,
about 3 percent of Oregon’s forests. State forests provide
many benefits - timber revenue, wildlife habitat, and
places for recreation, relaxation and renewal. All this is
accomplished by recognizing that these diverse economic,
environmental and social values are connected

and interdependent.

Over the last 5 years, ODF’s State Forests program provided

the following timber-related benefits to Oregonians:

Timber volume harvested (Mvilions of board feet)

2008 2007
259.6 271.5
5-yr average (‘04 -08):  284.2

Timber revenue to counties

2008 2007
$51,183,661 $57,306,159
5-year average (04 -’08):  $52,598,966

Timber revenue to Common School Fund

2008 2007
$9,403,801 $12,590,076
5-year average (04 - ‘08): $13,220,545

Tree planting accomplishments
Acres of Trees Planted in 2007-08

Initial planting: 6,021 acres
Interplanting: 1,391 acres
Underplanting: 297 acres

Total: 7,709 acres

Recreation Totals*

Miles of hiking trails: 180+
Miles of horseback riding trails: 40
Miles of mountain bike trails: 14
Miles of off-highway vehicle trails: 200+
Number of campgrounds/sites: 14/247

*Aggregate totals, not just accomplishments for 2008.

Oregon landowners have spent $85 million in voluntary
stream habitat improvements during the past decade,
including this riparian project in Douglas County.

Privately owned forests

The Private Forests Program provides limited landowner
assistance services and enforcement of resource
protection rules on 10.7 million acres of privately-
owned forest in Oregon. Services include forest health
and forest management assistance, preservation of
water quality and habitat for fish and wildlife, and
regulation of logging practices, chemical use and
reforestation requirements.

Assistance to landowners

In Calendar Year 2008, ODF’s stewardship foresters
received and processed 13,724 notifications of
operations from forest landowners. They also provided
assistance to some 2,621 landowners covering 259,000
acres of forested lands in Oregon.

As development spreads into forestland around cities,
suburbs and rural residential areas, and as large blocks
of working forestland are divided into smaller parcels,
new challenges continue to emerge. These include
protecting homes and forests from wildfire, retaining
healthy streams in developing areas, and helping
homeowners and commercial forest operators

coexist as neighbors.
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