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Oregon Departments of Human Services and Justice call for new
approach to preventing violence, release comprehensive plans

NOTE TO REPORTERS: A contact list of local sexuialence and domestic
violence responders is attached to this news leas

Oregon Department of Human Services (DHS) offigailsed Attorney General
Hardy Myers today in calling for changes in how coumities deal with violence
against women as two new prevention plans thatmeoend how to do so were
released.

"Violence against women is pervasive throughoutgong' said Myers. He cited a
2004 DHS study that found 31 percent of Oregon woswveyed had
experienced one or more types of violence--thresadking, physical or sexual
assault--within the prior five years.

"Until now, the predominant responders have beem&us crisis service
organizations, law enforcement, the justice systathhospital emergency
departments," said Myers.

"These principal players have and continue to pf#ical roles in providing
access to services for victims," said Mel Kohn, M $ate epidemiologist. "We
also need to move upstream and create an emplmagrgary prevention, so we
can stop violence against women from occurrindnenfirst place."

Myers’ and Kohn's remarks reflect strategies cowt@iin the two plans. Both are
based on a model that recognizes a relationshipelaet people and their
environments and the influences of individual bgylopersonal history,
relationships, community, institutions and the bierasociety, Kohn said.



The "Oregon Violence Against Women Prevention Pldahtifies six major
goals, along with strategies and potential impletatgon activities:
- ldentify and act to change societal factors thadome and perpetuate

violence against women.
Improve policies and practices and increase ressuand capacity among
institutions including the health care sector, Eviorcement, the legal
system, education and social services.
Link prevention efforts within communities, encogeahey explore new
approaches and encourage response teams to eneghi@siary prevention.
Promote healthy non-violent relationships.
Increase the individual safety of girls and womenelationships and social
environments.
Promote public health surveillance and epidemiol@gggram evaluation
and research.

The second document, "Recommendations to Prevengb¥iolence in Oregon:
A Plan of Action," calls for a shift toward primapyevention and identifies three
priority groups:

Young women--the group with the highest victiminatrate.

Young men--the most frequent perpetrators of seassdult.

Women with developmental disabilities--more thamp@écent will

experience sexual violation at some point in theas.

"We call upon higher education, schools, faith camities and social service and

health care organizations to join in combatingemale," Kohn said. "They are key
players, because they can implement primary prexeattivities in the context of

their work with professionals, children and fanslie

"Preventing violence means changing social norndsadtitudes among
individuals, communities and institutions," saidtik&ine Bradley, Ph.D., R.N.,
administrator of child and family health program€HS. "We will need broad-
Impact activities such as policy and legislativaropes, educational campaigns,
early intervention programs and data gatheringe¢asure the magnitude of the
problem."

The plans were developed through work groups thdtrBpresentation from DHS,
public health and social services programs, tleragly general's office, criminal
justice system, Oregon state police, higher edoicand women's crisis
organizations.



The next step is to present the plans to commasriitieughout Oregon. DHS will
work with local partners to identify forum hostsddouild presentation teams,
Kohn said.

The "Oregon Violence Against Women Prevention Plardh the Web at
"Recommendations to Prevent Sexual Violence in @red Plan of Action" can
be found at

HtHt
Sexual violence and domestic violence--local media contacts

Bend
Toni Ryan, Executive Director, Central Oregon Batig and Rape Alliance
(541) 382-9227

Coquille
Judge Richard L. Barron, (541) 396-3121 x245

Corvallis
Nancy O'Mara, Center Against Rape and Domesticeviice, (541) 758-0219

Depoe Bay
Mayor James White, (541) 765-8922

Eugene

Nadia Telsey, Breaking Free, (541) 343-5513

Sarah Salisbury, Marriage and Family Therapist])%86-4310

Emilee Coulter-Thompson, Sexual Assault SupportiSes, (541) 484-9791 xt.
306

Hood River
Kris Dallman, Helping Hands Against Violence, (58B6-4808

Klamath Falls
Wanda Powless, Klamath Crisis Center, (541) 8843039

LaGrande
Brenda Lawson, Shelter From the Storm, (541) 963672



M edford
Arnie Green, Exec Director, Community Works, (54¥9-2393 x227
Sally Melton Director, Asante Health Systems, (5d408-4903

McMinnville
Rhonda Fabreth, Henderson House, (503) 472-0244

Ontario
Reverend Linda Tucker, First United Methodist CimiG41) 889-6601

Newberg
Patricia Warford, PsyD, Licensed Psychologist, |58&1-8172

Theresa Wisner, Executive Director, My Sister'scelg541) 574-9424
Portland

Diane Rosenbaum, State Representative, (503) 230-99

Erin Ellis, Sexual Assault Resource Center, (5@3)-6480

Roseburg
Marcia Hall, Ph.D., Veterans Affairs Medical Cent&41) 440-1000, x45981

St. Helens
Brandi Bonney, Columbia County Women's ResourcaéZe(b03) 397-7110

TheDalles
Donna Langer, Haven From Domestic Violence, (548H-2662

Tillamook
Kathleen Marvin, Tillamook County Women's Crisisn@, (503) 842-9486

West Linn
Mitchell Jacover, (503) 341-4146



