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The Civilian Service Medal recognizes a
civilian who provides extraordinary service
during the course of an EMS emergency.

DianeADeg) Hamman

Friends help friends - we know that and it is a common occurrence. What is
uncommon is to have two friends, one an EMS provider - one a layperson, save
each other's lives - and do so in the same incident. Thisisin fact what happened
with friends Sharon Nall, EMT-Intermediate, and Diane (Dee) Hamman. After
being swept off aridge by an avalanche while skiing, they are both alive to receive
thelr appropriate recognition. For their friendship and commitment to care for each
other, they will receive their appropriate recognition, a Life Saving Medal and a
Civilian Service Medd.

After being swept off the ridge and ammed into trees, Sharon was buried and Dee
was entangled and pinned against atree. The combination of Sharorrs medical and
survival training allowed her to surface, free herself from the snow while tending
to her significant head and facia injuries. Following Dees voice she found her
friend literaly wrapped around a tree, unable to move and having difficulty
breathing due to the pressure of the snow. After freeing Dee, exhausted, with
hypothermia setting in, they struggled to find their way down a very familiar
mountain. Confused and spent, they made wrong turns and backtracked for 45
minutes before arriving at their car. Dee, who was in the better shape of the two,
was able to drive them directly to the hospital. Dee was treated and released.
Sharon spent 3 days in the ICU. Theirs is a story of survival; survival which
neither could have achieved without the other. In essence, they saved each other's
life.

Thank you, Dee, for your selflessness, which resulted in the saving of alife.






