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The Civilian Service Medal recognizes a 
civilian who provides extraordinary service 
during the course of an EMS emergency. 
 

 
 
 
Darren Berg  
 
On July 23, 2000, at about 8:00 p.m. Darren Berg was driving a heavily loaded hay 
carrier across the Vesper Bridge on Highway 202 near Vernonia when it was hit 
from behind by a pickup truck.  The truck immediately burst into flames with the 
two stunned, half conscious occupants trapped inside.  
 
Although suffering burns himself during the rescue, Darren was able to free the 
passenger. The young man he pulled from the wreckage that day was being raised 
by his grandparents because his dad and brother had both died in accidents in 
recent years.  
 
The nomination simply stated “Darren=s” rescue of this young man is noteworthy, 
not only because he saved a young life, but also because he spared a family and his 
community great grief”. 
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Chris Knight  
Crystal  Lefler  
Roberto Perez  
 
 
On March 28, 2001, in Central Point, Oregon, as fire crews responded to the scene, 
neighbors fought to get to the family trapped inside a burning mobile home. 
 
These three individuals risked their lives and actually suffered injuries in a heroic 
effort to save them.  They succeeded in saving a 23 year old mother of two.  
Efforts to save one of her children who was also trapped in the burning home 
failed. 
 
Had it not been for these brave and unselfish individuals, no one would have 
survived the fire. 
 
 
 




