Refugee Child Welfare Advisory Committee
Lutheran Community Services Northwest
605 SE 39 Avenue
Portland OR 97214

July 22, 2008
1:30 to 3:30
Present: Jan Slick-chair, Gloria Anderson, Michelle Welb@ecilia

Baricevic, Lily Caceres, Vesna Vila, and Salah Apsa

Absent: Susan Cox, Kirsten Brown, Halima Mohamed, Neernda
Crystal Riley, and Robert Heiney

Introductions

The meeting began with introductions. We welcomegw member, Vesna
Vila. Vesna is a program manager with SOAR (Spmnh&yganized to
Assist Refugees). SOAR is a member of Ecumenicaisiulies of Oregon,

a private, non-profit organization.

New Members

The group discussed new member recruitment.

Jan will contact Neeru to see if she knows of samedoom IRCO. Salah
suggested someone from their domestic violenceranognd will follow up
with a contact to IRCO.

Lily said that she works with IRCO (Immigrant andfRgee Community
Organization) for interpretation and translationvees. They have been
wonderful to work. Lily said she also belongs tesAciated Linguistics of
Oregon who does work internationally. She sugglstating someone
from those agencies to serve on our Advisory Cotemit

2008 Annual Report (for 2007 activities)

Jan gave a brief overview of the 2008 Report, theited feedback and
asked if there is any other information that shdaddncluded.



The last three reports are in the same basic forinétal information about
the Advisory Committee is essentially the samevis&el information relates
to cases staffed in the previous year, includidigWwoup action that was
taken.

Updates on Staffings — Gloria Anderson

June 2007 Somali Staffing

DHS never opened a formal case; it was an assessmign Staffing this
case, with the Refugee Child Welfare Advisory Cotteei, helped to
resolve issues before a case needed to be opened.

Cecelia explained that, because of fraud in Keth@United States is now
requiring DNA testing to identify relatives. Owuealf of the refugee cases
have shown fraud. The DNA testing is being donafiica, but Cecilia
does not know if it will be implemented in otheuodries.

Vesna stated that the entire program, of Africdagee movement to the
United States, was put on hold a couple monthsaga,result of the fraud
and subsequent DNA testing. We will probably sss ISomalis coming to
the U.S. The federal government has not giverr deaction about who
will be responsible for the cost of the testing.

Cecelia talked about new fees being imposed byesgifor luggage in
addition to the first bag. At the present timeM@nternational Office of
Migration) is paying these fees; eventually, tHegee will be required to
pay them. Because airfare is a loan to the refugeg sign a promissory
note to repay the cost.

July 2007 Somali Staffing

As of July 2008 the case is closed. The childrerdaing well at school and
at home. A safety plan has been developed. Thghtier continues to
receive services through county Mental Health tbatjudge ordered that
the case be closed on June 27, 2008. DHS is metonvolved with this
case.

Cecelia stated that there are two additional chiridn the home, now. The
mother continues to work on getting other relatiffesm Kenya) to the U.S.
The mother wants to move which is problematic beealne must live in a
ground floor home because of her disability.



Review and Approve Minutes of April 22, 2008

UnderCommittee Membership the following corrections will be made to
the Minutes:

* Delete ‘Clackamas County’

* Vesna s a program manager with SOAR, not EMO

* SOAR is a member of EMO; EMO is not a member of EOA

Cecilia made a motion to approve the Minutes withdbove corrections,
and Gloria seconded the motion. The motion paseadimously.

Schedule 2009 meetings

Jan has a conflict with the second and fourth Tagsd the month. As a
result, we need to change the schedule of ourepyarheetings. We are
considering the first Wednesday of the month fargquarterly meetings.
The October 28, 2008 meeting will be rescheduleddtmber 1, 2008. The
2009 dates are

January 7, 2009
April 1, 2009
July 1, 2009
October 7, 2009

All meetings will continue to be from 1:30 to 4:3Q,Lutheran Community
Services Northwest.

Feedback== June 27, 2008 Somali / Burundi & DHS Child Welfare
Community Forum

A RCWAC subcommittee organized a full-day trainfogchild welfare
caseworkers and people who work with African reaggeTwenty child
welfare staff (from the Portland area) were expeted about 15 attended.
Salah provided the introductory and Jan stated dmmod his presentation
was.



Cecilia attended the morning presentation and thbilgvas good. She said
it would be good to repeat the training and thougtduld be opened up to
other ethnic groups, because issues pertaininghtwo$, child rearing, etc.,
are common to many refugee groups.

Jan said we initially focused on Somali and oth&rcAn refugees because
those are the main groups this Advisory Commitsestaffing cases from
now, but agrees that many issues are universallfogfugees.

Salah suggested including new emerging refugeelabgus, such as
Burmese (Burma is the largest country in mainlaadt&east Asia), and
Iragis when planning future trainings.

Gloria asked if the child welfare piece was toodas$he and Kirsten
struggled with developing the content. They fotimat the afternoon
attendance was mostly child welfare providers.abalad a commitment in
the afternoon and had to leave, but he said tHd wlalfare portion is
important. He said if we could make more of affo bring community
leaders in to speak, it would be good to hear théxrmation.

The group talked about how interesting Nan Wallerehile Court Judge
was. She provided a lot of good information. @aaid the judge was
concerned that this has been in place for a lang,tbut she has only seen
one case. The judge is committed to holding clvidfare to the Act so we
can get children involved in services.

Gloria said that, since the June 27 training, skeerbceived two calls. This
Is a good indication that people have shared inddion from the training
and it is making an impact on referrals for caséfisg.

Jan said we need to repeat the training, in WashrinGounty. It will
probably involve some of the same participants withaddition of new
ones. This is another county where child welfaregeing a number of
refugees.

Cecelia and Salah added that Clackamas Countyg aldh Washington
County, has a number of refugees. Included atgjesfs from former Soviet
Union, Iraq, Burma, Bhutan, Nepal and Afghan. Baaid Portland
received a large number of Afghan refugees in 880§.



Jan said even though we won’t begin planning thiaitig until Fall, we
should begin talking about the different refugeppations in this area.
Salah said even though we will bring in other refigopulations, it is still
important to include African refugees.

The June 27 training included presentations frometmefugees. Which
groups should we focus on, within Washington Co@n8alah suggested
the Somali population and Vesna suggested the pgailation. Salah said
the Burmese refugees are mostly resettled in tseF@tland areaCecelia
said there are at least two Bhutanese familiesastvigton County.

Gloria asked if we would combine the Washington @g@and Clackamas
County training. Jan said we would probably doasafe trainings,
beginning with Washington County. It seems to wioekter when we focus
on the issues within a particular county.

Jan asked why the Bhutanese are leaving as refagealah said they are
ethnic Nepalese who are in Bhutan, and who aresstity) persecution. The
U.S. Department of State has identified them asgpaifuture ‘at-risk’

group and has begun to process them for refugtessthey are similar to
the Meskhetian Turks and former Soviet Union peegie were identified
as a group who were without a State. Salah addad. 2,000 were
identified during this fiscal year, but it doesnécessarily mean they will all
come to the U.S.

Salah said Michigan has a large concentrationfafees from Middle
Eastern and Arabic speaking countries. lIraqis hegaing during the first
Persian Gulf War. There is a large populationah8lis in Minnesota.
Refugees don’'t usually get to choose where thalesbere in the U.S.,
unless they are joining relatives already in th8.U.

Gloria said, at the June 27, 2008 training, peapleed how everyone could
connect each other. We need to follow up on this.

Lily asked if the guest speakers were difficulutaerstand and whether
they were able to understand our child welfard,stdiat type of handouts
were provided, and who was invited to the training?



Gloria said the training wasn’t open to refugee oamities; a limited
number of refugee leaders were selected to attetded their stories. It
was a small training. Child welfare staff shareal they found the stories
valuable and really had no idea about refugees.

Cecelia said most people do not understand whefugee program is or
what it does.

Jan said there was a little difficulty understaigdguest speakers, but overall
people could understand them. Jan said she isr@tabout how well the
Somali folks understood us, in the afternoon. &id they did lose some of
the refugee folks in the afternoon. This was unfoate because we wanted
to share information about child welfare with them.

Gloria thought some of the refugee guests hadaelbecause of
transportation issues. Cecilia said some of theghniave had to go to a
job. We will try to address this better, in pregtéon for the next training.

For the next training, some of the areas we neeefitoe are:
» who is our target population
* what is our purpose
» can the people we present information to takedklta people they
work with
* how can we do follow up work with folks who canmstay the whole
day

Cecilia said maybe the agenda could be mixed utfealit, rather than
having the whole morning dedicated to one subjedtdoning the same in
the afternoon. It would break up the agenda itantshopefully foster
flexibility for folks’ schedules.

Gloria said there were just a few hand outs prav@aied many of those were
left. Maybe, we didn’t draw enough attention terth

Cecelia said the guest speakers are folks who &esess to good resources
and contacts, and are familiar with how to acclesmt

Lily said that our service providers, who work wigaople from other
countries, often are not aware of internationadttess. Lily said a citizen
from another country has the right to contact tmnsulate office.



Vesna said she is glad to serve on this Committdasainterested in
learning more which will help her when working lvaises. We can learn
from each other.

Jan said the purpose of this committee is to ldogsaes regarding refugee
children; however, we are hearing more about imatign issues in the
child welfare system. This is going to be a whutev issue.

Salah asked if there are trainings related to ckétfare that this committee
could benefit from.

Jan said that the CORE training, for new child eedfworkers, is so full
that it is seldom opened up to others. She saicktwill be Oregon Safety
Model (OSM) training for community partners comung and she could get
information about that.

Salah asked what OSM is.

Jan explained that the OSM is an effort to getdciwélfare workers to focus
on what is going on within a family that cause$#dcto not be safe, or that
is leading to a child being neglected.

Salah said he saw a recent announcement that Méedth is offering a
training that is geared toward Russian speakinglpedGloria said it might
be helpful to see if Crystal Riley has informatetmout this, and added that
medical information is also helpful to child wekestaff.

Cecelia asked if the intercultural clinic fundirsg,OHSU, serves people
other than refugees? Is there a time limit regay@iigibility for refugees?

Gloria said she has referred child welfare workert) immigrant issues, to
the intercultural clinic at OHSU, but she doeshibk they were refugees.

Gloria suggested asking Crystal Riley, clinical ager at OHSU, for an
update of what they have in the way of servicestemding.

Cecelia handed out a document that was writtenRY @GS titled “Liberian
Refugees: Cultural Considerations for Social SerAooviders”. Cecilia
read parts of the document that related to disapli



The group talked about how self sufficiency coutdrvolved in future
trainings because they also administer a refugegram. Salah said most
of the refugees they provide services for are reteto the local self
sufficiency branch. Jan suggested getting inparhfNeeru.

Jan said something to think about when planninghéh refugee training in
Washington County is to involve self sufficiencyan asked if there is a
particular office in Washington County that woulel tmore likely to see
refugees? Vesna replied that it would be the effic Jenkins Road.

Portland Case Staffing — Liberian

Cancelled; the caseworker is ill. We will set uyptner meeting to staff this
case.

Portland Case Staffing — Somali

No Show; we will set up a phone conference to shadfcase. Gloria said
the caseworker was going to contact Africa House.

U.S. Kenya Refugee Program

The U.S. refugee program is on hold, at this tifhee U.S. is now requiring
DNA testing of family members. Vesna said we wék a lower number of
Somali people immigrating into the U.S. The DNAtieg has shown that
the level of fraud is as high as 65 to 75 per c&umali relatives, here in
the U.S., might end up being responsible for thet 0bDNA testing.

Refugee families are so desperate to get to thethabthey aren’t always
truthful about who their family members are. Osetled in the U.S., some
refugees then try to get additional family membee that were never
identified in the beginning of the process. Somes, a refugee family will
arrive in the U.S. only to quickly fall apart and geparate ways because
they aren’t related, as they initially claimed. thbes, a couple will claim to
be brother and sister when they are actually hukbhad wife, which causes
problems later on for them. There are cases wifeigees will board a
plane to the U.S., injured, because they don’t w@mnisk their chance of
leaving by going to a doctor. Some refugee mer maore than one wife



and somehow manage to get all of them to the this.causes a variety of
Issues including the inability to provide for dikir wives and children.

Gloria asked Vesna which population she mostly wavkh.

Vesna said mostly the same, but also the Cubahs.Cliban refugee cases
can be complicated because they have common marridgually, parents
are separated which results in children from midtfpthers with different
last names.

Cecilia said they had a case of a family gettirfglo# plane and
immediately saying they didn’t want to live togathd his creates issues of
how they would manage to live here if the famil{itsyp.

Washington County Training- November 2008

Jan said, for planning purposes, if we plan to heaiaing in the Fall, this
Committee will meet only one more time (Octobe2Q08) before that
happens. Jan will work through Africa House fapaaker who can present
on the Somali people. Salah said he will workaentifying a speaker for
Iraqi refugees. Salah and Cecilia said they wdtkwon identifying a
Bhutanese speaker.

Salah asked if we should include Russian refuge#se Washington
County training. We will explore that.

Jan said she would begin working with Washingtouir@p to set a date for
the training. Jan and Gloria will work on the agan

Clackamas County Training
Jan said we will start planning for the Clackanmasitng after the first of
next year.

Meeting adjourned at 3:30 pm

Future Meetings: October 1, 2008.



