News Release

Oregon Liquor Control Commission
9079 SE McLoughlin Blvd., Portland, OR 97222-7355
1-800-452-6522

For more information:
Mark Pettinger, OLCC Spokesperson
mark.pettinger@oregon.gov 971-235-7561 (mobile)

Bryant Haley, OLCC Spokesperson
bryant.haley@oregon.gov 971-990-3254 (mobile)
www.oregon.gov/olcc

July 7, 2020

Most Oregon Bars & Restaurants Following Social Distancing Requirements
OLCC Inspectors Saturate State Over 4" of July Holiday Weekend

Some Licensees Face Charges for Violating OLCC Rules
OLCC Will Forward Other Cases to OSHA for Action

PORTLAND, OR. — The Oregon Liquor Control Commission found most of Oregon’s bars and restaurants
were operating according to OLCC rules, following social distancing guidelines, and making sure staff and
customers were wearing face coverings during the 4t of July holiday weekend. However, inspectors
encountered several problem locations along the central Oregon coast, some spots in southern Oregon,
and the city of Bend.

OLCC inspectors visited 800 businesses across Oregon during the three-day period. Compliance staff
observed or conducted compliance checks of licensees to make sure they were following the Governor’s
social distancing requirements in the face of a statewide increase of COVID-19 cases.

The OLCC had compliance staff from its five regional offices in the field including: 18 inspectors on
Friday, July 3'%; 16 on Saturday, July 4™; and 13 on Sunday, July 5th. On most weekends, an average of
eight OLCC inspectors statewide are making compliance checks at bars and restaurants.

Inspectors found significant compliance with social distancing and face covering requirements at the

bars and restaurants inspected in the Portland Metro area, the Salem region, Coos County, the North
Oregon Coast and most of Eastern Oregon. In some instances, inspectors provided licensees with on-
the-site verbal instructions to improve compliance with the social distancing guidelines.

In other areas of the state, OLCC inspectors reported some licensees or their customers were showing
clear disregard for social distancing requirements. Inspectors found social distancing violations at some
bars and restaurants in Bend’s downtown district, portions of Josephine County and the Newport area.
In those locations, inspectors also found licensees violating state statutes or OLCC rules, and the OLCC
will be issuing administrative violations to those businesses.
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The OLCC is continuing its investigations of licensees found to be out-of-compliance and will take
administrative action against licensees alleged to have violated state law or OLCC rules. After
investigators complete their reports about observed violations regarding social distancing requirements,
the cases will be forwarded to Oregon OSHA for action.

OLCC 4" of July Holiday Weekend Compliance Inspections

(July 3 to July 5, 2020)

OLCC Regional Visits Verbal OLCC violations | Social distancing

Office Instructions Face coverings

(counties)

Portland Metro | 431 28 businesses No General

(Clackamas, compliance

Multnomah,

Washington,

Hood River,

Wasco)

Salem region 208 9 businesses No General

(Clatsop compliance

Columbia,

Marion, Polk,

Tillamook,

Yamihill)

Eugene region 38 15 businesses Yes Widespread

(Benton, Douglas, non-compliance

Lane, Lincoln, (Central Oregon

Linn) Coast)

Medford region | 48 10 businesses Yes Scattered

(Coos, Curry non-compliance

Jackson, (Jackson &

Josephine, Josephine

Klamath, Lake) Counties)

Bend region 75 12 businesses Yes Mostly

(includes Central compliant

& Eastern Oregon (except Bend

counties) downtown
district)
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